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YOUR SOURCE FOR WHAT’S GOING ON AROUND SOUTHERN CAYUGA
SPONSORED BY THE AURORA FREE LIBRARY
If you’d like to submit announcements, events, or pictures for next month’s issue,
please send information to greaterauroracommunity@gmail.com by March 22.
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/GreaterAuroraNewsletter/

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Exploring the Attractions of Both Town and Gown
The Wells College community and local residents live in close proximity to each other, but don’t always spend much
time in each other’s worlds. Both the campus and its surrounding neighbors are rich with resources and recreation
opportunities to explore! As winter turns into spring, get out of the house or your dorm room and discover new
adventures right down the road!
Having a college close by is a unique gift for local residents. Most events and speakers are free and open to the
public. The College sponsors regular Sustainability, Visiting Writer, and Science Colloquium series, musical and
theater performances, and live sporting events like tennis, baseball, soccer, lacrosse, and basketball. Details are
available on the Wells College Events calendar (https://www.wells.edu/events/calendar). Speaking of sports, did
you know that the Schwartz Fitness Center is a state-of-the-art athletic facility that residents may use for a minimal
charge (alumni are admitted free!)? In addition to a wide array of cardiovascular and strength training equipment,
there is a pool with hours for open swim as well as adult water aerobics and swim classes for all ages
(https://www.wells-express.com/athletics/schwartz/index). There are also tennis courts, playing fields to kick a
soccer ball around on, and a golf course, complete with a club where you can grab a quick burger or a glass of wine.
Wells College also has a diverse and talented student body who represent the changing world our children and
grandchildren will experience; it’s exciting to meet and get to know them! Some students may be interested in small
side jobs like babysitting, dog walking, yard work, or gardening.
If you are a Wells student or on the faculty or staff, are you aware of all that goes on in the local area? There is a
beautiful Morgan horse farm where you can visit the newborn foals (https://www.ledyardfarms.com/). Wilcox
General Store is worth a visit; step back in time and enjoy one of their delicious burgers or sandwiches. There are
yoga classes at the Inns of Aurora and hiking trails through the local gorges and Moonshine Falls. Have you visited
the Harriet Tubman National Park in Auburn or the Women’s Rights National Historical Park in Seneca Falls?
So much to do, so little time…
There are events, craft groups, and book clubs at the local libraries, trivia nights at the Fargo and Treleaven Winery,
and often live music at the Aurora Brewing Company. The Hub newsletter is a great way to find information about
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upcoming events; you can subscribe to the monthly email, find it on the Aurora Free Library website
(https://aurorafreelibrary.org/), or like The Hub of the Greater Aurora Community on Facebook.
It’s time to connect, and many more opportunities for the College and local communities to engage with one
another are coming up! At the end of March, a Breaking Bread Event will be held in the village. Students and
residents are invited to come and enjoy a meal together with some fun conversation starters. It will be an
opportunity to get to know each other and have some fun while building some bridges! For details, stay tuned to
The Hub. Let’s help keep this beautiful place special to all who are lucky enough to spend some time here!

Preschool Storytime for Birth – Kindergarten
Join us for fun stories and early literacy activities. No registration is necessary. Storytimes are held throughout the
year when Southern Cayuga Central School is in session, September through June.
Tuesday Morning Storytime – 9:30 a.m., Hazard Library, 2487 Rt. 34B, Poplar Ridge
Wednesday Morning Storytime – 9:30 a.m. (doors open at 9:00 a.m.), Aurora Free Library, Corner of Cherry Ave.
and Rt. 90, Aurora
All children who have not yet entered kindergarten and their caregivers are invited. No registration is necessary –
you are welcome to start attending at any time.

Health Care Navigator @ Hazard Library
Do you need health insurance?
Do you need help using the NY State of Health Marketplace?
Do you have questions about your health insurance?
Join us on the first Saturday of each month from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Hazard Library Association
2487 Route 34B, Poplar Ridge
315-364-7975
Free and open to the public. No registration needed.

March at the Aurora Historical Society/Village History Center
A dual show at the AHS/VHC, 371 Main St., will open on Saturday, March 7. In the main display space will be
“Scoundrels and Scamps,” stories of attempted bank robberies, a possible arsonist, and various early twentieth
century truants playing hooky. The Alcove will feature new acquisitions, including the Aurora Gazette title type given
by the Frontenac Historical Society.
New hours: Tuesdays 2:00-4:00 p.m. and Saturdays, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
After stopping by the craft vendors upstairs in the Schoolhouse, come down the interior stairs to visit with a
“Human Book” at AHS. (The exterior courtyard entry is, as always, accessible to all.) Watch for upcoming events
on the Village of Aurora Historical Society Facebook page.
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Upcoming Meetings, Village of Aurora
Regularly Scheduled Meetings
1st Wednesday - Community Preservation Panel (CPP)
2nd Wednesday - Zoning Board of Appeals (as needed)
3rd Wednesday - Board of Trustees
4th Wednesday - Planning Board
Special Meeting Notices
A Water Update Information meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 3 at 6:00 p.m. in the firehouse meeting
room.
There will be a Planning Board meeting on Monday, March 9 at 6:00 p.m. for the Inns of Aurora presentation of
the Draft Scope for the Generic Environmental Impact Statement.
Due to the Village Elections falling on the regular Village Board meeting night, the March 18 Village Board meeting
is rescheduled for Tuesday, March 17 at 5:30 p.m.
All meetings are open to the public. As always, anyone may speak, ask questions or offer comments at the start of
the meeting (during “Visitor Welcome”). If your issue is addressed to the Board of Trustees and requires board
preparation and action (vote), please submit it in writing to the village office seven days prior to the meeting so that
it will appear on the agenda. Agendas are posted on the website and in both village bulletin boards located at the
post office and the village office; an accurate agenda lets your neighbors know what will be discussed.
Applications that require Community Preservation Panel/Planning Board review have to be in at least ten days prior
for code/zoning consideration. All meetings are held on Wednesdays at the Aurora Firehouse Meeting Room, 456
Main St., unless otherwise noted. For more information and to view minutes from previous meetings, navigate to
the Boards page at http://auroranewyork.us/.

Cayuga Climate Action
Cayuga County has a new group working to address the climate crisis, and all are welcome to join. They meet on the
first Monday and third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. at the Phoenix Building in Auburn. The group’s goals are:
•
•
•
•

To restore Cayuga County’s biodiversity
To transition our communities to 100% renewable energy
To foster recycling, composting, and waste education and reduction
To align ourselves and our county in a right relationship with the planet

Work underway includes researching the environmental and health benefits of a ban on polystyrene (Styrofoam),
learning about Cayuga County and Auburn City sustainability efforts, supporting the growth of solar energy projects
in our townships, preparing for Earth Day 2020 (the 50th anniversary!), and reaching out to concerned high school
and college students.
A website is under development at CayugaClimateAction.org. For more information, contact Dave Eckhardt
at dae5@cornell.edu or Anna Marck at anna.kamryn@gmail.com.
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Recent Wells College Theatre Production Honored by
Theatre Association of New York State
A recent production by the Wells College Theatre Department has been recognized by the Theatre Association of
New York State (TANYS). Miss Valentine, a new original play by Nadine Bernard, was directed by theatre professor
Siouxsie Easter and produced in partnership with Broadway producer/artist Ivy Austin and dramaturg Claudia
Nolan ’12.
TANYS honored the production with the following awards:
•
•
•
•

Meritorious achievement in ensemble acting to the cast of Miss Valentine
Excellence in costume design to Barbara Murphy
Excellence in sound and lighting design to Julie Bacorn ’20
Meritorious achievement in direction to Siouxsie Easter, professor of theatre

Miss Valentine—which centers around Esther Howland, who is credited with bringing the Valentine’s Day card to
the U.S.—had its world premiere Feb. 14–15 at the Morgan Opera House in Aurora.
In praising the production, the TANYS adjudicator commented: “The Wells College Department of Theatre mixed
romance with history with its original piece, ‘Miss Valentine’ . . . The play, set in the mid-1800s, uses costumes, sets
and music to create a remarkably authentic production just right for Valentine’s Day.”
The Theatre Association of New York State serves college and university theatre departments as well as those of
secondary schools, children’s theatre and nonprofessional community theatres across the state. Through
adjudicating its members’ productions, it provides both an opportunity for broader recognition as well as a chance
for theatres to hear constructive, objective feedback about their productions. An award for “excellence” means that
the individual or ensemble has demonstrated theatrical skill not rountinely noted in non-professional theatre;
“meritorious achievement” recognizes that “some advanced theatrical skill” was noted.
Learn more about TANYS at tanys.org and the Wells College Theatre program at wells.edu/theatre.

Barrel Room Trivia at Treleaven Wines
Grab some friends and join us for our winter-long trivia league every Friday night in The Barrel Room! Doors open
at 5 p.m. Fuel your brains with tasty eats from Simply Cookie and enjoy your favorite glass of Treleaven wine or
pint of local craft beer.
It doesn’t cost you a dime to register your team or to just swing by for one night of competition.
Along with the weekly prizes for the top teams, register your team for a chance to win a grand prize valued over
$100 at the end of the season! Max of 6 players per team.
No outside alcohol or food permitted.

Knitting Circle at the Aurora Free Library
The Knitting Circle is meeting every Friday at the Aurora Free Library,
6-8 p.m. All skill levels and fiber arts are welcome.
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Clothing Fundraiser Sale at the Historic Howland House and
19th Century Farm Museum
(by appointment only)
A handful of folks came to the sale in February, and left happy with items, so I am continuing this fundraiser
throughout March!
I have five industrial racks of men’s & women’s clothing for sale! Items are hip/trendy or business casual in style
and almost all of them are NEW with TAGS STILL ON! There are great items for the young professional.
Fashion brands such as Gap, Banana Republic, H&M, Calvin Klein, Ann Taylor, Ugg, MNG, Dockers, Levi's,
Forever 21, Uniqlo, Hugo Boss, Ralph Lauren, and more.
Items are Winter/Spring/Fall pieces: jeans, slacks, chinos, skirts, skirt suits, suits, dress shirts, ties, blouses, sweaters,
cardigans, casual tops, camisoles, dresses, coats, boots, shoes, belts, and jewelry!
Sizes range from 0 to 14 for women and S to XXL for men.
I have marked all items at 30-70% off of the original ticketed price, so that you can get a great deal, and I can
fundraise for the next steps in creating this educational and interactive community business! Make an appointment
to stop by and try on some clothes (which almost made it into the movies)! Contact me through TEXT message at
315-246-0743 or email: jodibaldwin@gmail.com.

March Events at the Inns of Aurora
Maker’s Market
Saturday & Sundays in March
11:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.
The Schoolhouse, 371 Main Street, Aurora
Artisans/vendors will be showcasing a variety of items that include: jams & jellies, photography, homemade cards,
botanical products, yarn, jewelry, ice cream, homemade wrapping paper, paintings, clothing, chocolate, and more.
Call the Schoolhouse for specifics at 315-364-8050. Vendor space still available!

Pottery Demonstration
Sunday, March 1
11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Join potter Robert Warren in the Schoolhouse Classroom and try your hand at throwing a simple piece of pottery or
watch pottery being turned on his wheel. Take the opportunity to chat with Robert about his craft and peruse his
pop-up pottery shop (cash only). This demonstration is open to all and is free to watch. Hands-on opportunities are
first-come, first served.
For more information and to pre-register for the following special activities at the Schoolhouse go to the Inns of
Aurora Activity Calendar: www.innsofaurora.com/calendar/.
Saturday, March 14 – Silk Scarf Water Marbling with Mizu Marbling Art, 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 15 – Make a Hardcover Journal or Sketchbook with artist & printer Robert LoMascolo, 1:00-5:00
p.m.
Saturday, March 21 – Make Paper Beads with artist Susan Marteney, 2:00-4:00 p.m
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Wells College Sustainability Center Events

Sustainability Film Series

2 Degrees: The Point of No Return
Wednesday, March 4
7:00 p.m.
deWitt Lecture Room, Zabriskie 106
Free organic popcorn with organic butter will be served.

Sustainability Perspectives, March 2020
All talks in this series take place on Mondays at 12:20 p.m. in the deWitt Lecture Room, Zabriskie 106
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Sights of Southern Cayuga
Throwback photos of February and March on the lake
Submitted by Linda Dugan
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Southern Cayuga Book Club
Wednesday, March 4
7:15 p.m.
The Southern Cayuga Book Club will meet to discuss the book of the month,
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens. Email
aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com for location. New members are always
welcome!
Book Club generally meets on the first Wednesday of each month. Next
month’s selection is Are We Smart Enough to Know How Smart Animals Are? By
F.B.M. deWaal.

Wells College Science Colloquium: “Rural Health Immersion Experience”
Friday, March 6
12:25-1:20 p.m.
Stratton Hall, Room 209
Hosted by Lindsay Burwell, assistant professor of chemistry, and Kevin Ergil, director of the health sciences
program, this event will feature previous participants of the Rural Health Immersion Program, which sends Wells
students each year to hospitals and other facilities in rural areas of New York State that often face shortages of fulltime physicians and health professionals. Students gain hands-on experience in a wide variety of health care
activities, while the facility helps further meet the needs of its local community.
All talks are free and all members of the campus and local communities are welcome to attend.

Gold Leaf Planter Workshop
Sunday, March 8
3:00-4:30 p.m.
Treleaven Wines
Join us for a fun craft day with Wine and Blooms!
Create this adorable planter using a fun technique
called gold leaf applique. With guided instruction,
design your own container with all materials
provided and top it off with lush plants of the
season. This planter is perfect anywhere, at home,
the office or as a gift – so come get your hands dirty
with us after Brunch from 12-4 p.m. in the Barrel
Room. Tickets $38 + tax per guest. Buy tickets here.
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Drop-In
Tech Help at the Aurora Free Library
Every Second Monday of the Month, Starting March 9
4:30-6:00 p.m.

Tech questions? We can help! Bring in your device and let us help you learn to use all of the free content offered
through the library, as well as beginner technology skills.
Come learn about:
*Computer, tablet and smartphone basics
*Downloading books and audiobooks with Overdrive
*Microsoft Word, PowerPoint and Excel basics
*Google Drive
*Social media for beginners
Before you arrive:
- Have a clear goal of what you would like to learn.
- Bring all the necessary passwords needed to access your accounts.
- Be sure to bring in the device along with power cords.
- Be aware that we are unable to troubleshoot malfunctioning devices, replace physical parts on a device or
remove computer viruses.
*Assistance will be given on a first come, first served basis.
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Planetarium Show: “Rusty Rocket’s Last Blast”
Tuesday, March 10
4:30 p.m., 5:30 p.m., and 6:30 p.m. (25 minute show)
Southern Cayuga Central School Planetarium
After decades of teaching the basics of rocket physics, Rusty Rocket
has decided this will be his last blast, and he already has plans for
how he will spend his free time. Still there is one final mission to
command: an introductory tour of the solar system for a new class of
rocket rookies focusing on the wide variety of planetary
environments. Along the way, we learn Rusty is related to every
famous spacecraft to explore the solar system.
The show was created for younger children and their families.

Climate Coping: Yoga and Despair
Workshop
Thursday, March 12
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Zen Den, 16 Genesee St., Auburn
or
Saturday, March 14
2:00-4:00 p.m.
Zen Den, 16 Genesee St., Auburn
Register now for the Climate Coping: Yoga and Despair
Workshop. Two workshops next month offer new resources for
dealing with the climate crisis. Share the flyer with friends,
neighbors, fellow activists.
In collaboration with Zen Den and Ithaca-based Braiding Truth,
Cayuga Climate Action has developed a program blending body
work with structured reflections on the emotional impact of our
work to address the climate crisis. Register now as space is
limited!
Cost: Pay what you can
To register: call 315-702-8003, book using the Mind Body App, or email zendenstudio@gmail.com.
More information at https://www.zenden-studio.com/events
This program combines yoga with The Work That Reconnects, based on the teachings of eco-philosopher and
Buddhist scholar Joanna Macy.
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St. Paddy’s Day Celebration
Featuring Ampersand
Saturday, March 14
6:00-9:00 p.m.
Treleaven Wines
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day a little early with us!
Join us in the Barrel Room Saturday, March 14 as
Ampersand returns to the stage with their acoustic
country, rock and pop music. Enjoy a delicious St.
Paddy’s Day inspired menu by Simply Cookie
(menu TBD). Grab a glass of wine, pint of beer,
and pretend you’re Irish for a day!

Musical March Movies –

Singin’ in the Rain

Saturday, March 14
7:00 p.m.
Aurora Free Library
Morgan Opera House
Singin’ in the Rain is one of two free movie
nights for Musical March! This classic film is
considered one of the must see before you
die films, has 100% fresh ratting on rotten
tomatoes and Roger Ebert said of it, “There
is no movie musical more fun than Singin' in
the Rain, and few that remain as fresh over
the years.” With songs like “Singin’ in the
Rain,” “Make `em Laugh,” “Moses,” and
“Good Morning,” this is a classic evening of
fun for all ages.

Thesis Presentation at Wells College, “Something I Picked Up”
Friday, March 20 and Saturday, March 21
7:30 p.m.
Barler Auditorium
Alexandria Collins, a current senior at Wells College, has an upcoming thesis presentation titled “Something I
Picked Up,” an original piece adapted from “The Girl in the Flammable Skirt” by Aimee Bender. There will be a
talkback immediately following the show on Friday evening, March 20.
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Monthly SCORE Business Mentoring
Monday, March 23
4:30-6:00 p.m.
Aurora Free Library

Starting your own business? Want to grow your business? Join us at the library for SCORE Mentoring Night. A
volunteer from Auburn SCORE will be present to answer your questions. Auburn SCORE provides free and
confidential business counseling, free or low-cost local seminars, business tools, and connections to local resources.
For more information about Auburn SCORE, visit their website at www.auburn.score.org or call 315-252-7291.

Joshua Harmon and Andrew Zawacki
Master Class: “The Poetics
of Walking”
Thursday, March 26
5:00 p.m.
Main Building’s Faculty
Parlors

Poetry Reading
Thursday, March 26
6:30 p.m.
Main Building’s Faculty
Parlors
Two acclaimed poets will read from their new collections. Joshua Harmon is the author of three books of
poetry—The Soft Path, Le Spleen de Poughkeepsie, and Scape—and three books of prose—The Annotated Mixtape
(essays/memoir), History of Cold Seasons (short fiction), and Quinnehtukqut (a novel). His chapbook Outtakes,
B-Sides, & Demos won the 2019 Paul Bowles Award. He has received fellowships from the National
Endowment for the Arts and the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts, and lives in western
Massachusetts. Andrew Zawacki is the author of five poetry books: Unsun: f/11; Videotape; Petals of Zero
Petals of One; Anabranch; and By Reason of Breakings. A former Rhodes Scholar and Fulbright Scholar, he
earned his doctorate from the Committee on Social Thought at the University of Chicago. Zawacki has also
published four books in France, and his translation work has earned him a National Endowment for the
Arts Translation Fellowship, a French Voices Grant, and a grant from the Centre National du Livre.
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Barrel Room Music Featuring The Diana Jacobs Duo
Saturday, March 28
6:00-9:00 p.m.
Treleaven Wines
Join us in the Barrel Room Saturday, March 28 as The Diana Jacobs Duo close out the winter music series with
their high energy dancing tunes. Dinner available for purchase from Simply Cookie. Grab a glass of wine, pint of
beer, and get cozy!

Musical March Movies – The Wizard of Oz
Saturday, March 28
7:00 p.m.
Aurora Free Library’s Morgan Opera House
Our second treasure for Musical March is the classic and all-time favorite,
The Wizard of Oz. Join Dorothy, Toto, Scarecrow, Tinman and the
Cowardly Lion as they discover that sometimes self-doubt keeps us from
seeing the good inside ourselves, and that there is “No place like home.”
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MARCH 2020
Sunday
1 Maker’s

Market, 11 a.m.-2
p.m.
Pottery
Demonstration,
11 a.m.-2 p.m.

8 Maker’s

Market, 11 a.m.-2
p.m.
Gold Leaf
Planter
Workshop, 3-4:30
p.m.

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

2 Fargo Trivia

3 Hazard

4 Aurora Storytime,

Cayuga Climate
Action, 7 p.m.

AHS, 2-4 p.m.

2 Degrees: The Point of
No Return, 7 p.m.

Night, 6 p.m.

Storytime, 9:30
a.m.

9:30 a.m.

5

Friday

Saturday

6 “Rural Health

7 Health Care

Knitting Circle, 68 p.m.

AHS, 11 a.m.-1
p.m.

Barrel Room
Trivia, 7 p.m.

Maker’s Market, 11
a.m.-2 p.m.

Immersion
Experience,”
12:25 p.m.

Navigator @
Hazard Library, 10
a.m.-1 p.m.

Water Update
Information
Meeting, 6 p.m.

Southern Cayuga
Book Club, 7:15 p.m.

9 Drop-In Tech

10 Hazard

11 Aurora Storytime, 12 Climate

13 Knitting

14 AHS, 11 a.m.-1

Fargo Trivia
Night, 6 p.m.

AHS, 2-4 p.m.

Travel Diaries with
Lili MacCormick, 7
p.m.

Barrel Room
Trivia, 7 p.m.

Maker’s Market, 11
a.m.-2 p.m.

Help, 4:30-6 p.m.

Planning Board
Meeting, 6 p.m.

Storytime, 9:30
a.m.

“Rusty Rocket’s
Last Blast,”
4:30 p.m., 5:30
p.m., and 6:30
p.m.

9:30 a.m.

Coping, 6-8 p.m.

Circle, 6-8 p.m.

p.m.

Climate Coping, 24 p.m.
Silk Scarf Water
Marbling, 2-5 p.m.
St. Paddy’s
Celebration, 6-9
p.m.
Singin’ in the Rain, 7
p.m.

15 Maker’s

Market, 11 a.m.-2
p.m.

16 Fargo Trivia
Night, 6 p.m.

Make a
Hardcover
Journal or
Sketchbook, 1-5
p.m.

22 Maker’s

Market, 11 a.m.-2
p.m.

29 Maker’s

Market, 11 a.m.-2
p.m.

17 Hazard

18 Village Elections, 19 Cayuga

20 Knitting

21 AHS, 11 a.m.-1

AHS, 2-4 p.m.

Aurora Storytime,
9:30 a.m.

Barrel Room
Trivia, 7 p.m.

Maker’s Market, 11
a.m.-2 p.m.

“Something I
Picked Up,” 7:30
p.m.

Make Paper Beads,
2-4 p.m.

27 Knitting

28 AHS, 11 a.m.-

Barrel Room
Trivia, 7 p.m.

Maker’s Market, 11
a.m.-2 p.m.

Storytime, 9:30
a.m.

12-9 p.m.

Climate Action, 7
p.m.

Village Board
Meeting, 5:30
p.m.

23 “Supporting
Energy
Democracy with
Local Carbon
Offsets,” 12:20
p.m.

24 Hazard

Storytime, 9:30
a.m.
AHS, 2-4 p.m.

25 Aurora

Storytime, 9:30 a.m.

26 “The Poetics
of Walking,” 5
p.m.

Poetry Reading,
6:30 p.m.

Circle, 6-8 p.m.

Circle, 6-8 p.m.

p.m.

“Something I
Picked Up,” 7:30
p.m.
1 p.m.

SCORE Business
Mentoring, 4:30-6
p.m.

Barrel Room
Dinner and
Acoustic Music, 6-9
p.m.

Fargo Trivia
Night, 6 p.m.

The Wizard of Oz, 7
p.m.

30 “Climate

Change and
Sports,” 12:20
p.m.

31 Hazard

Storytime, 9:30
a.m.
AHS, 2-4 p.m.
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