The Hub
JULY 2021
Your Source for what’s going on around southern cayuga
PRESENTed by the Aurora Free Library
Please submit content for the next issue to
greaterauroracommunity@gmail.com by July 22.
Like us on Facebook for more local information throughout the month.

News and Announcements
VILLAGE OF AURORA GET-TOGETHER!
SAVE THE DATE, SATURDAY, JULY 17, 10 AM-2 PM
Are you aware that the village is revising its comprehensive plan?

The plan is an important document that gives a snapshot of the village, what we think is important, what needs to
be preserved, and what needs to be changed. It’s about the physical environment as well as the cultural one, and
guides the village in terms of zoning and land use decisions, as well as investments of tax funds.

We need your knowledge as well as your opinions!

The Village needs to consider everything and everybody. What’s good in the Village, what’s bad? What are the
concerns of senior citizens? of young families? of singles? of business? of non-profits? Where do we want to be in
ten or twenty years?

Come and discuss the issues important to Aurora with planning professionals!

The Village has engaged Labella Associates, an international firm based in Rochester, to study the village and help
us understand where we are and where we might be in the future. From your comments Labella’s planners will
produce a detailed report on the state of the village and recommendations for future planning.

One-day workshop and open house!

The one-day workshop is being held at the firehouse in the truck bay to get input on the community overall.
Tables/stations will be set up to address and discuss various Comprehensive Plan categories: commercial
development, parks/open spaces, housing/neighborhoods, streets/amenities and public services. Easels with
information on each category will aid in the discussions. The workshop will be “hands on” and interactive to ensure
everyone’s involvement. Staff from the LaBella consultant team will assist each table with information; keep them
on track; and make sure all voices are heard. Each table will share a summary of the team’s preliminary consensus
ideas on its topic to all the workshop participants.

PLEASE JOIN US!
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A Note from Your Legislator
Regarding Broadband
Access and Availability
Since we began the push for the first highspeed internet service over a decade ago,
we have made excellent progress in our
community and the surrounding areas.
Availability has greatly increased, but make
no mistake, we are not done. Not everyone
has access to high-speed internet. Until we
all do, the work must continue.
As the past year has shown us, reliable access to broadband internet is no longer a luxury. Covid-19 forced many
aspects of our day-to-day lives online; virtual learning, remote work, online shopping, telemedicine, and simply
staying connected with those we care about. It also laid bare how prevalent the digital divide is in our community.
To address this issue, Cayuga County has partnered with the Central New York Regional Planning and
Development Board (CNY RPDB) to complete a study that will identify areas in our County that lack access to
reliable broadband internet. The County will then complete a detailed plan to address the problem areas.
ECC Technologies has created a website and survey material to collect the necessary data. The survey is confidential
and will be used only to identify areas in the County most in need of improved service. Please take five minutes to
complete the online survey at https://www.cnyinternet.com. In addition, I encourage you to forward this link to
your family, friends, and neighbors. Hard copies of the survey may be obtained by calling 315-412-5966. The more
responses we receive, the better positioned Cayuga County will be to address this critical community issue in the
months ahead.
Thanks for your support,
Keith Batman
Cayuga County District 7

Announcements from the Aurora Free Library
The library’s hours are:
Monday 3-7 p.m.
Wednesday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Friday 3-7 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

We are still encouraging masks for all who enter, but
only requiring masks and social distancing for those
individuals who are unvaccinated at this time. Thank
you for understanding.

Reminder that we have NYS Park Passes, games and puzzles for loan, and are collecting non-perishables for the
King Ferry Food Pantry.
We are so excited that two of our much beloved events will take place again this year. Save the dates for our Book
Sale during the Route 90 Garage Sale, July 23-25, and also the Book Lovers’ Ball which will take place on Friday,
September 17. Check aurorafreelibrary.org and our Facebook page for the latest information and contact us at
staff@aurorafreelibrary.org with any questions you may have.
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The Aurora Free Library is looking for a dynamic,
creative, and flexible part-time employee to join our team
as a Library Assistant. Check out our website for more
information: https://aurorafreelibrary.org/libraryassistant-job-posting
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New York, Cayuga County, and Aurora Updates
Check the Village of Aurora website for updates on Cayuga County vaccine clinics, utility assistance, the Emergency
Rental Assistance Program, and other programs and guidance related to the pandemic as well as updated
information on village office operations and meetings.

Aurora Farmers’ Market
Wells College Boathouse Lawn
170 Main Street (State Route 90)
July 2021, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., Every Saturday
Check the Facebook page at AFMBoathouse for updates.
In July there will be more fruits and vegetables because crops will be more plentiful. There will also be special
events from time to time.

Photo by Ellen Hall

All views from the Market are free of charge! Come down to enjoy them all! We saw these families on June 19,
growing goslings with parents’ parade!

SPECIAL EVENT – July 17
Making Bandanas: Mizu Marbling Art Demonstrations
Julie Ehrentraut and her son Zach will demonstrate how to make colorful silk marbling art bandanas on Saturday,
July 17, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Recently they made bandanas with children at a school in Delaware! Go to their
Market tent to see how it is done! See pictures and videos at the Mizu Marbling Art Facebook page. It is so much
fun! Come and bring your friends!
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Health Care Navigator @ Hazard Library
Do you need health insurance?
Do you need help using the NY State of Health Marketplace?
• Do you have questions about your health insurance?
•

•

You can call 315-255-1703 if you would like to speak to a Health Care Navigator
to assist you with your health insurance.

King Ferry Food Pantry Campaign for Personal Care Items
Many thanks to the community for their support of our recent campaign that concluded
July 1. Personal care items can be a difficult purchase for individuals with limited budgets.
Your generosity has helped to ease our clients’ burdens.
Do you have questions about the pantry or know of someone who could use our help?
Please contact Debbie at 315-497-2049.

Unity House Community Service Award
Unity House of Cayuga County, Inc. is pleased to announce its annual award winners, who will be recognized
at the agency’s annual dinner on Wednesday, September 15 at Chantelle Marie Celebration venue in Auburn. The
public is welcome to attend; details will be shared soon.
The Fred Atkins Community Service Award committee has selected Mrs. Trudy Buxenbaum of Aurora as its 11th
annual awardee.
Unity House introduced the community-wide Atkins fund and award in 2011 in memory of beloved Cayuga County
volunteer and 30-year Unity House board member Frederick Atkins. The Atkins Award recognizes an outstanding
individual who volunteers in Cayuga County and who exemplifies Fred’s high moral standards and philanthropic
spirit.
Trudy Buxenbaum was nominated by Angela Ryan, executive director of Matthew House. Trudy grew up in
southern Cayuga County, and after retiring from a 30-year teaching career at Emily Howland Elementary School in
1995, decided that volunteering was the best way to stay active and involved, and help others. Her appreciation for
the work hospice does for people in their final days inspired her to provide respite care in people’s homes, but the
schedule was too sporadic. Eventually she came to Matthew House, which has been a perfect fit for nearly 20 years.
Over the years, Trudy has also volunteered for Poplar Ridge Instant Aid, Loaves
& Fishes and King Ferry food pantries, the Alternatives to Violence program at
Auburn Correctional Facility, and the Howland Stone Store Museum in
Sherwood. She also helps out at Camp Gregory and the Hazard Library in
Aurora, teaches ESL to migrant farm workers in the area, and is actively
involved with the Anne Frank Tree Project at Southern Cayuga Central School.
At the dinner, Trudy will receive a $500 cash prize: $250 for her to keep and
$250 to be given to the Cayuga County non-profit of her choice. Trudy has
selected Matthew House as this year’s recipient to receive the full $500 award,
and will present the check to an agency representative at the dinner.
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Summer Programs at Hazard Library

You can pick up your Summer Reading Log and Bingo Board at the library or print one out here.

Summer Programs

We will return to in-person programs this summer beginning July 13 and will run for six weeks through August
19. Stay tuned for more details.
Tuesdays in July and August – Science on the Lawn, 10:00 a.m.
Thursdays in July and August – Ukulele Camp Returns!, 10:00 a.m.
Ukuleles will be provided and can be picked up at the library. Learn how to play the Ukulele from Jim Van Arsdale
and friends at Perform 4 Purpose. Free and open to all ages. No previous experience is needed.

Project made possible, in part, with public funds from NYSCA’s Decentralization Program, administered locally by
Finger Lakes Community Arts Grants (FLCAG).
*Program made possible by Bernard Carl and Shirley Rosen Library Fund of the Community Foundation.

Services and Programming at United
Ministry of Aurora
Sunday Services are at 10 a.m. Both in the sanctuary and
outdoors.
Our labyrinth is always open to the public. Come and visit
our sanctuary for some quiet/meditation/prayer time
when the doors are open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays.
Many events, presentations, and discussions! Stay posted
on our website where you can also find past events of
interest: https://unitedministryofaurora.org/.

The Hub 8

The Hub 9

Nature Yoga at the Howland Farm Museum
It’s time for Nature Yoga again!! Join us outdoors in the lawn to enjoy relaxing and energizing yoga sessions with
Sarah, and sometimes Sandy, Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m.
This class is great for beginners but also very enjoyable to experienced yogis!! Appropriate for all ages! I can also
provide folding chairs for anyone who wants to modify their practice.
Connect your mind, body, and spirit to nature with all your senses!
Feel the evening breeze on your skin!
Hear the birds singing their end of day songs!
Smell the water from the lake or the flowers and plants!
See the golden light of the setting sun!
Taste the night air on your tongue!
You are encouraged to skip the yoga mat this year, and bring a blanket, so that you don’t have rubber between you
and the earth, allowing for you to receive grounding energy!
$5.00 donation per class please!
Kids who want to do yoga are welcome to join in. 10 and under are free.
Bring a water bottle, dress in whatever makes you comfortable.
Show up a bit early to park.
Masks not required outdoors, we can space ourselves out.
** a composting outhouse is available for restroom**

UPCOMING EVENTS

Movies at the Museum (July & August)
Sturgeon Fest (August)
Thanks so much for your interest and support!
Jodi Baldwin :)
Owner, HFM
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Wells College to Require COVID-19 Vaccination for
All Students and Employees
All members of the campus community must be fully immunized by August 15, in preparation for the fall 2021 semester.
AURORA, N.Y. (June 10, 2021)—Wells College announced today that it will require all students and employees to
be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 in time for the fall 2021 semester, which the College is planning to conduct
fully in person. All members of the campus community are advised to receive their second dose of the Pfizer or
Moderna vaccine (or the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine) by no later than August 1, so that individuals will
have full immunity by August 15, just prior to the start of the fall semester.
In a statement sent to all Wells students today, President Gibralter wrote: “I strongly believe that, as a residential
college, the only path for Wells to return to normalcy is through the herd immunity provided through vaccination
efforts.” He added that the health and safety of everyone on campus, as well as our local Aurora community,
continues to be our top priority.
The College made this decision in part because the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the American College
Health Association, and other federal, state and county authorities have all strongly urged widespread vaccination as
the most effective and efficient way to reduce the risk of coronavirus transmission — especially in the type of
congregate living environments that are found on college campuses. As per federal and state regulations,
exemptions will be allowed for religious beliefs or medical reasons. The College is also creating this requirement
with the expectation that the vaccines will receive full FDA approval before the fall semester begins.
“We were more successful than most colleges and universities in preventing the coronavirus from becoming
widespread on campus during this past year,” President Gibralter added. “That said, Wells College is designed
primarily as a residential, in-person learning community, and we know that the only way we will be able to safely
resume all aspects of that experience is through widespread vaccination efforts.”
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Sights of Southern Cayuga
Submitted by Jon Gans
The Aurora Fire Department honors longtime member and former Chief and Fire Commissioner Jim Weber, who
died June 14, 2021.
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Submitted by Linda Dugan

The Hub 13

Events

Blessing of the Boats is back & happening on July 1 at 6 p.m.! This is the 19th year (what? wow!). It is a community
event, everyone is invited, boat owners on Cayuga Lake & people on the lake shore all behind St. Patrick’s in
Aurora, NY. There will be food, beer & wine, a champagne toast, a live band, laughter, joy, fun with neighbors everything you’ve missed this last year+.
There are raffle tickets that are sold to gather money for a charity, different each year and announced at the event.
See John Miller for raffle tickets (1 ticket $5, 3 for $10, 10 for $40, and $100 gets you 50).
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Bright Leaf Summer Concert Series: Steve Daniels Trio
Sunday, July 4
12:00-3:00 p.m.
1250 Clearview Road
Music by Steve Daniels Trio, food by Fittnell Farms.

Bright Leaf Summer Concert Series: Unreal Village
Wednesday, July 7
6:00-8:30 p.m.
1250 Clearview Road
Music by Unreal Village, food by Fittnell Farms.

Virtual Southern Cayuga Book Club
Wednesday, July 7
7:15 p.m.
The Southern Cayuga Book Club meets on the first Wednesday of each month on
Zoom. New members are always welcome. Contact
aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com or librarian@hazardlibrary.org for the link and to
be put on the email list. For a full list of titles to be read this year check here:
https://aurorafreelibrary.org/southern-cayuga-book-club.
This month’s book is News of the World by Paulette Jiles. Next month’s book will be
The Dutch House by Ann Pratchett on August 4.

Bright Leaf Summer Concert Series: The Inner Crazy
Wednesday, July 14
6:00-8:30 p.m.
1250 Clearview Road
Music by the Inner Crazy, food by Fittnell Farms.
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Aurora Free Library Board Meeting
Thursday, July 15
5:30 p.m.
The July Board meeting will be held in person at the library & hosted on
Zoom. All are welcome to attend.
If you plan to attend in person, please contact
aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com so we can make appropriate seating
arrangements.
If you plan to attend via Zoom, please contact aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com for the Zoom address.
Board members attending by Zoom are:
Sue Dean
409 Powers Road
King Ferry, NY 13081

Natalie Kimbrough
2971 Sally Rd.
Moravia, NY 13118

Steve Moolin
4 Cory Road
Florham Park, NJ 07932

Howland Stone Store
Museum Presents
“The Last Battle Maybe:
Passage of the 19th
Amendment”
Sunday, July 18
7:00 p.m.
In person at Opendore in
Sherwood and Remotely on
Zoom
In New York we celebrate the 1917
passage of suffrage but getting twothirds of the states to vote in favor
when the south remained solidly
anti-suffrage was quite an accomplishment. Why did the deciding vote on the 19th Amendment end up in
Tennessee? Learn something about the skullduggery and double-dealing that went on in the northern states,
business psychology, and the power of one good woman’s message.
Linda Van Buskirk will be the presenter. Linda Van Buskirk retired from the Department of Communication
at Cornell, where she taught courses on Gender Communication and various writing courses. She is in her
third term as a gubernatorial appointee to the CCC Board of trustees and its past president. She volunteers at
the HSSM as a grant writer. She is a long-time resident of Ledyard and grew up in Scipio.
For more information, call 315-303-2145 or email hssmsherwood@gmail.com.
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Bright Leaf Summer Concert Series: Lub Dub
Wednesday, July 21
6:00-8:30 p.m.
1250 Clearview Road
Music by Lub Dub, food by Fittnell Farms.

Aurora Free Library

When: Friday, July 23 through Sunday, July 25
Where: Aurora Masonic Center, 325 Main Street, Aurora

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Sale hours:
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Thousands of Books!
Paperbacks $1, Hardcovers $2
As always, the book sale takes place the weekend of the Route 90 Garage Sale.
Stop in and pick up some great summer reads!
**Donations accepted at library during open hours until Monday, July 12th **

Bright Leaf Summer Concert Series: Bob Keefe Trio
Wednesday, July 28
6:00-8:30 p.m.
1250 Clearview Road
Music by the Bob Keefe Trio, food by Fittnell Farms.
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Celebrating 20 Years of Matthew House, an Evening
of Dinner and Dancing
Friday, August 6
6:00 p.m.
Springside Inn
This year is an extra special one! Please join us for this fun-filled night featuring the band Mere Mortals for the
kickoff to our year-long 20th anniversary commemoration. Please plan to share in the festivities, both on August 6
and throughout the year, as we honor and support the work of this special home in our community. For more
details on all the events, please check the Matthew House website, www.matthewhouse.org, Facebook page or
contact Marybeth Galka 315-253-3718. We look forward to seeing you!

King Ferry 13th Annual Labor Day Links Tournament
Sunday, August 29
10:00 a.m.
The King Ferry Golf Club is hosting the 13th Annual Labor Day Links Tournament on August 29 at 10 a.m. with a
shotgun start. The format is a four-person scramble with 18 holes of golf, cart, dinner, and prize money for $280
per foursome. Net proceeds to benefit Matthew House in memory of Bruce Culver. To sign up, please contact Linn
Avery at 315-730-4127 or email Lindaa112147@gmail.com.
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Sunday

Monday

JULY 2021

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
1 Blessing of the
Boats, 6 p.m.

4 Reading of the 5 Nature Yoga, 7 6 Patrick Tavern 7 Bright Leaf
Declaration of
Independence, 12
p.m.

p.m.

Farmers’ Market,
4-5 p.m.

18 “The Last

Battle Maybe,”
7 p.m.

25
→

8

9 Sci Fi Book

15 Ukulele

16 Sci Fi Movie

Discussion, 7 p.m.

Saturday

3 King Ferry

Food Pantry, 9
a.m.-12 p.m.
Aurora Farmers’
Market, 10 a.m.-2
p.m.

10 Aurora

Farmers’ Market,
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Southern Cayuga
Book Club, 7:15 p.m.

Bright Leaf
Summer Concert
Series, 12 p.m.

11

Summer Concert
Series, 6 p.m.

2

Friday

Aurora Free Library
StoryWalk

12 Read with

13 Science on

Nature Yoga, 7
p.m.

Patrick Tavern
Farmers’ Market,
4-5 p.m.

Gus the Dog, 6-7
p.m.

the Lawn, 10 a.m.

14 Bright Leaf

Summer Concert
Series, 6 p.m.
Root Beer Floats and
Stuffed Animal
Sleepover, 6:30 p.m.

Camp, 10 a.m.
Aurora Free
Library Board
Meeting, 5:30 p.m.

19 Read with

20 Science on

21 Bright Leaf

22 Ukulele

Nature Yoga, 7
p.m.

Patrick Tavern
Farmers’ Market,
4-5 p.m.

Creative Painting witb
David Kirk, 6:30 p.m.

Deadline for
submissions to The
Hub

26 Read with

27 Science on

28 Bright Leaf

29 Ukulele

Nature Yoga, 7
p.m.

Patrick Tavern
Farmers’ Market,
4-5 p.m.

Gus the Dog, 6-7
p.m.

Gus the Dog, 6-7
p.m.

the Lawn, 10 a.m.

the Lawn, 10 a.m.

Summer Concert
Series, 6 p.m.

Summer Concert
Series, 6 p.m.

Camp, 10 a.m.

Camp, 10 a.m.

Viewing and
Discussion, 7 p.m.

17 King Ferry
Food Pantry, 9
a.m.-12 p.m.

Aurora Farmers’
Market, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. (special event
with Mizu
Marbling Art)

23 Aurora Free
Library Book
Sale →

Aurora
Comprehensive
Plan Workshop,
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

24 Aurora

Farmers’ Market,
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
→

30 “The Golden
Goose,” 7 p.m.
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