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news from The library 
 

• The library is conducting its Annual Appeal through December. Check our website for a letter from Board 
President Susan Deacon and information on giving. 
 

• Mark your calendars for Christmas in Aurora at the library on 
Saturday, December 2. The day starts with a Graham Cracker 
House Decorating drop-in event from 11 a.m.–1 p.m. and then 
(Trom)Bones East Octet will perform a concert at 2 p.m. upstairs 
in the Morgan Opera House. Monetary donations will go to the 
King Ferry Food Pantry. 
 

• The library continues to accept donations of gently used books 
and movies throughout the year during our open hours for our 
Annual Route 90 Book Sale.  
 

• Storytime continues on Wednesday mornings when school is in session and our Book Club meets on the 
first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. Check our website for location. Join us on Mondays at 4 p.m. for 
our Fiber Friends Group. All skill levels are welcome, including beginners or those interested in learning a 
new craft. 
 

• Did you know we have a room in the basement where small groups can meet? Email us at 
staff@aurorafreelibrary.org or take a look next time you visit.  

 
• The Library has a drop-off box for the King Ferry Food Pantry. Please remember that we can only accept 

nonperishable items. 
 

The hub 
 

your sourCe for whaT’s going on around souThern Cayuga 

PresenTed by The aurora free library 
 

Please submit content for the next issue to 
greaterauroracommunity@gmail.com by December 22.  

 
Subscribe to our monthly email newsletter and like us on Facebook for more local 

information between issues. 
 

https://aurorafreelibrary.org/annual-appeal-2024
mailto:staff@aurorafreelibrary.org
http://eepurl.com/gwgeYr
https://www.facebook.com/GreaterAuroraNewsletter/
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• We welcome volunteers. If you are interested in discussing opportunities, please reach out to Sandy Groth 
at aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com or ask next time you are visiting. 

 
Check aurorafreelibrary.org and Facebook for up-to-date information. 

Library Hours: 
Mon 3-7 p.m., Wed 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Fri 3-7 p.m., and Sat 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

 
The Library will be closed on December 25 and January 1. 

 
Happy Holidays to all!  

 
Poem from Library Intern Jack Yeates 

 
This November, I organized a poetry-writing event that I was glad to be a part of! I am a junior at Wells, interning 
at the Aurora Free Library this semester. One goal I set out for myself was to bring the Wells and greater Aurora 
community together through events like this. I want to create that sense of connection that wasn’t really there when 
I first started. This event was open to everyone, including students, and Professor Dan Rosenberg taught us how to 
create a collaborative poem together before actually creating one! We went around the table and we each said a 
word, adding each one to the poem. We went around and around until it felt complete. The end result was quite 
amusing, here it is: 

 
The Day Was Purple 
The time of morning was dark. 
How can so many people want purple 
again? Still, I hate the other purple 
people who are contained in cells 
because murder is bad. Still, they 
live in fear of purple flowers and 
rocks. Longer days fill buckets 
of trouble and clouds with strange 
purple aliens falling below lavender skies. 
Houses line the graveyards full of cats 
who own the purple houses that belong 
to dogs. That souls are lit among their 
brethren within the purple day of purple 
forever. 
 

Everyone had fun during the event, and I hope to organize similar events throughout my internship next semester. 
There is one more that I have planned this semester around mid-December, so be on the lookout if you are 
interested! 
 

-Jack Yeates, Wells ’25 

 

 

 

 

mailto:aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com
http://aurorafreelibrary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/aurorafreelibrary
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CommuniTy noTes  

 
The 2023 Aurora Book Lovers’ Ball 

 
The Aurora Book Lovers’ Ball Committee would like to thank: 

 
Our Benefactor: The Inns of Aurora 

 
Our Sponsors 

 
$3000 

Triad Foundation 
 

$1500 
George and Gloria Peter 
Jim and Kim Kirkwood 

True Insurance 
 

$500 
ReMax in Motion 
Generations Bank 

Amy Eliason 
John and Sandra Wendler 
Ed and Christine Brennan 

 

$2000 
Cayuga Lake National Bank 

 
$1000 

 The Dentes Family 
 

 
 

$250 
Tompkins Trust 

Marcy and Charles Grundner 
Jo’s Salon 

Michele Right 
Diane and Sonny Sonnenstein 

 

 
Angel Donors: 
 
Judy Hartz   
Cheryl Cieri  
Robin Dubovi    
Mary Crosley   
Susan Haag and Tim Holbrook  
Linda and Raymond Brisson   
Turek Farms Partners LLC  
Matthew Estill 
Anonymous 
Daniel Gal and Roxann Buck  

 
 
Doug Wood and Barb Connor  
Judith Pratt  
Keith Batman and Barbara Post  
Stephen Westlake   
Rick and Kathleen Wray 
Billie Demchak 
Kathleen Button and Martin Wisniewski 
FamilyCare Medical Group/ Heather MacAdam 
Kelly Brown In Honor of Ginger Johnson  
Cheryl Myers and the Pilates Group 

 
Our Silent Auction Donors: 
 
Adam Van Buskirk 
Alphabet Soup 
Amelia of Aurora Shoe Co.  
Apple Station 
Auburn Leathercrafters 

 
 
Aurora Fest 
Aurora Mainstays 
Aurora Shoe Company 
Bill Roberts 
BLB Committee 
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Bo’s Bones Organic Dog Biscuits 
Bountiful Treasures 
Bradford Portraits 
Brian & Kelly Brown 
Café 19 
Carolyn Connors 
Cathy Sheils 
Charlie Bidlake-Myers 
Claire Morehouse 
Cream at the Top 
Crossroads Bar & Grill 
David Kirk 
The Destination 
Dickman Farms 
Doug’s Fish Fry 
Dugan’s Country Grill 
Finger Lakes Adventure Gear 
Golf Guru Mary Lou Coleman 
Heart & Hands Winery 
Ithaca Science Center 
Fran Rosenkrans 
Gillespie Garage 
Ginger Johnson 
Jacci Farlow 
Janet and Ed Heslop 
JDeK Quilts 
Jean Spiegel 
John & Marie Dentes 
Jo’s Salon 
Julie Schneider Orman 
Juliet Gibbs 
Kate Simons 
Kathryn MacCormick 

Kay Burkett 
King Ferry Corner Store 
Kishan and Stephanie Zuber 
Leigh McGonagle of Poplar Point Studio 
Linda Dugan 
Lisa’s Dream Salon 
Lucky Stone Jewelry 
MacKenzie-Childs 
Melissa Alford 
MOST 
Marsha Signorelli 
Mary Jo Gunderson 
Olivia Shea 
Pam Baxter 
PRI 
Reagan of Aurora Shoe Co. 
REV Theater Co 
Revelry - Ithaca 
Robin Driskel 
Rosamond Gifford Zoo 
Salt of the Earth 
Sarah Welch Thoburn 
Seward House 
Staehr Family Farm 
Susan MacCormick 
Target 
The Spa at the Inns of Aurora 
Todd Tanner 
Tracy Leffingwell 
Vintage Lighting 
Wells College 
Wells College Center for Sustainability 
Wells College Golf Course

 
We would also like to thank Heart and Hands Winery, Long Point Winery, Treleaven Winery, Aurora Brew Co, 
Grisamore Ciderworks, The Destination, Southern Cayuga Garden Club, and our featured author, Tom Wilber 

 
We are grateful for all of you and appreciate your support of the Aurora Free Library! 

 
Aurora Book Lovers’ Ball Committee: Marie Dentes and Robin Driskel, co-chairs; Katie Simons, Silent Auction 

chair; Mary Jo Gunderson, Judy Jordan, Charlie Myers, Cathy Sheils, Rebecca Schuelke Staehr, Natalie Thompson, 
Mary Webber, and Kelley Zabriskie 
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With grateful hearts, Unity House wishes you a wonderful holiday season. 
Thank you for your care and support this year. 

www.unityhouse.org 
 

 

http://www.unityhouse.org/
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Help make the season a little brighter for our neighbors in need 

by donating these twelve items in early December: 
 
 
 

December 1  -  reusable shopping bag to hold your gifts 
December 2  -  can of tuna 
December 3  -  can of soup 
December 4  -  box of crackers 
December 5  -  package of fruit cups 
December 6  -  box of granola bars 
December 7  -  package of spaghetti 
December 8  -  can or plastic jar of spaghetti sauce 
December 9  -  box of instant oatmeal packets 
December 10 - package of shelf-stable pudding cups 
December 11 - package of holiday cookies 
December 12 - box of hot chocolate packets 
Optional: Add a greeting card or note 

 
 

 
 
 

Gift bags may be dropped off at the food pantry on 
Thursday, December 14 between 2:30-5:30 p.m. at 

 

Southern Cayuga High School Ag Wing (next to the greenhouse) 
2384 State Route 34B, Aurora, NY 13026 

 

For more information, call Debbie at (315) 497-2049   
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Buy a Brick 
United Ministry of Aurora Memorial Brick Campaign 

 
CHRISTMAS IN AURORA 

December 2, 2023 
Stop by our Table at the UMA Social Room 
See a Sample Brick, Fill out an Order Form 

 
As you may know, The United Ministry of Aurora has launched a Building 
Restoration Capital Campaign to raise funds to restore and repair much needed 
brick work on the 162-year-old building. 
Already the campaign has raised over $150,000 towards its $200,000 goal from 
generous members of the congregation, community members and local 
foundations.  We have entered another phase of the campaign, and we are looking for your support. 
 
Friends and community members may buy a brick for $100 each which will be engraved with the name of a loved 
one you may wish to memorialize.  These bricks will be laid next to the walkway leading to the church.   
Please consider purchasing a brick (or multiple bricks) to honor family members, a friend or even a pet. The 
building improvements that we are making to the church today are not only imperative, but they preserve our 
building in memory of those that have come before us and in service of those who will benefit from the use of this 
church in years to come. 
 
To order, please visit our website at: https://polarengraving.com/unitedministryofaurora. Questions may be 
directed to the UMA office at 315-364-8543. 

 
 

Christmas in Aurora at Patrick Tavern 
 

On Saturday, Dec. 2 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., there will be lots of unique, local, reasonably-priced gifts, along 
with interesting demonstrations and family fun at Patrick Tavern, 302 Main St. In the cozy interior, you can enjoy 
the splendor of dahlias, sunsets and more in Ellen Hall’s original photographic art and watch the fiber artists 
(Margaret Flowers, Heather Warren, Shirley Egan, and Linda Schwab) knitting, spinning, and needle felting, add to 
your yarn stash (or a friend’s) and pick up a Ledyard Bicentennial tote bag. Think ahead to summer with the San 
Pedro Sister Community’s bright hand-woven goods and stuff a stocking with their fair-trade coffee, tea, and 
chocolate, keep well over the winter with Jesse Ball’s natural medicinals, and taste wine with Paul Paluszewski of 
Stewart’s Corners Farm. 
 
Outside, in the lively little tent village, Cookie Wheeler will be serving up something tasty, the Camp Gregory crew 
will offer a craft and an opportunity to take your picture in a sleigh, Alicia Kirk will have her leather goods, and 
Deirdre Price and David Rokitkar, more favorites from the summer market, will be on hand with stained glass, 
wood, and leather.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://polarengraving.com/unitedministryofaurora
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December Events at United Ministry of Aurora 
  
Nativity Chapel (on north side of church) is open for prayer, meditation, and contemplation until 9 p.m. 
for the Advent Season. 
  
Christmas in Aurora - December 2, 10:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Inside: Bake Sale! Penney Cook's succulents and glassware! Kathy Jordan’s lucky stone jewelry! Claire Morehouse’s 
wonderful historical books! Alyssa Gunderson’s photo booth, Christmas ornaments, woodworking, and more!!! 
  
Outside: Camp Gregory – s’mores, your favorite marshmallow treat! The Great Start Coffee Cart - coffee and treats! 
AuroraFest - free mulled wine and cider! Grisamore Farms - sweet and hard cider, wreaths, swags, centerpieces, and 
more!!!  
  
Lessons and Carols - December 10, 10:30 a.m. 
Lessons and Carols, one of the most favorite services of the year! 
  
Christmas Pageant - December 22, 7 p.m. 
A beautiful candlelit pageant, an over 40-year-old community tradition featuring children of all ages as camels, 
sheep, shepherds, angels, and more! 
  
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services  
Family Service at 5:30 p.m.   
Traditional Service with Communion at 8 p.m. 
  
Carol Sing Service - December 31, 10:30 a.m. 
Call out your favorite carol for us to sing! 
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Fargo December Weekly Specials 
Mondays – Trivia at 6 p.m. 
Thursdays – Locals Day, 25% off Food for Aurora residents 
Friday – Fish Fry 
Friday & Saturday – Late Night Bar from 9 p.m.-midnight 
Sunday – Sunday Supper Series featuring homestyle favorites 
  
Fargo December Events 
Saturday, December 2 – Christmas in Aurora 
Join us for the cookie decorating contest from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. in the Moose 
Room, and sip on a decadent specialty hot chocolate! 
 
Sunday, December 10 – Community Pizza Party Benefitting the King Ferry Food Pantry. $5 of each pizza or wings 
ordered gets donated to the Food Pantry! Starts at 4 p.m.  
 
Sunday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve! Join us for the Moose Drops, and extended bar hours! 
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Upcoming Events at Local Wineries and Breweries 
 

Aurora Brewing Co. 
 

 
 

Sandra Esparza 
Friday, December 1, 6-8 p.m. 

 
Tru Bleu 

Friday, December 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 

Treleaven Wines
 

Barrel Room Music featuring Ben Wayne 
Sunday, December 2, 1-4 p.m. 

 
Football Sundays 

12-5 p.m. 
 

Bingo, Bubbles, & Brunch 
Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 
3rd Annual Holiday Festival 
Saturday, December 9, 12-5 p.m. 

 
Barrel Room Music featuring Nicholas Stark 

Sunday, December 16, 1-4 p.m.

https://www.brewaurora.com/
https://treleavenwines.com/
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Sights of Southern Cayuga 
 

Submitted by Linda Dugan 
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Calendar of evenTs 
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(Trom) Bones East Octet 
 

Saturday, December 2 
2:00 p.m. 

Morgan Opera House 
 

Bones East, a trombone octet will give a concert of seasonal and classical music at the Morgan Opera House in 
conjunction with Aurora’s annual “Christmas in Aurora” celebration. Family friendly renditions of tunes both 
familiar and original will include “Silent Night” featuring soloist Dave DiGennaro; Haydn’s “Achieved is Thy 

Glorious Work,” directed by Bill Harris; and “Angels We Have Heard on High,” a stirring arrangement by Tom 
Camp as well as many more familiar pieces that brass instruments enhance. The 8 talented musicians are part of the 
25-30 members Trombones East group which was founded by Howard Kelly in the early 1980s and has performed 

at colleges, universities, churches, and community events throughout Central New York. The volunteer group 
includes a variety of musicians, mostly semi-professionals, retirees, and students. William Harris, former principal 
trombonist with the Syracuse Symphony and music professor at Syracuse University and Onondaga Community 

College serves as conductor and Tom Camp as arranger and co-conductor. 
 

Monetary donations will benefit the King Ferry Food Pantry. 
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Weihnachten, Caroling, Cookies & Cocoa in Aurora 
 

 
 

Come join in for the fun and some holiday warmth the first week of December at Wells. 
 

Sunday, December 3 
6:00 p.m. 

Faculty Parlors 
 

Join us for caroling around the village of Aurora organized by our first-year students. Cookies and hot cocoa will be 
served afterward at the home of Karey Pine, Associate Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs. 

 
Monday, December 4 

8:00 p.m. 
Main Chapel 

 
Students, faculty and staff will celebrate the season with skits, songs, and fun. All are welcome to attend. 

 
Wednesday, December 6 

3:00 p.m. 
Sommer Center 

 
Come one come all to Tea Time for coffee and tea provided by The Grind and holiday cookie decorating 

sponsored by FARGO and the Alum Office. 
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Southern Cayuga Book Club 
 

Wednesday, December 6 
7:00 p.m. 
Opendore 

 
The Southern Cayuga Book Club will have a holiday celebration and plan titles for 2024. New members are always 

welcome.  
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Sign up for our last virtual Learning by the Lake of 2023- Bethany Gore ‘17! 
Bethany is a 2017 graduate of Wells College where she majored in biology and got a minor in dance. She then got a 

Masters in Forensic Biology from SUNY Albany in 2019. She started in the forensic field as a Senior Laboratory 
Technician then got promoted to Forensic Scientist approximately two years ago. 

 
Bethany will give an overview of the laboratory system and a day in the life of a Forensic Scientist. 

Click to register: https://www.alumni.wells.edu/LxLDecember2023. 
 

 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alumni.wells.edu%2FLxLDecember2023%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR325qLStsea73-q9XmwrFJGxkC3CTTfxp5LMLR5mh0BYXaG6lWmcyfytCY&h=AT3nOTxfejQBN8sYInJ1kBeChVCicJiCAI0ppXAUa6IFPXlpjKKK9HqFj8r-QPFXVv3_s9MVN0QmUg978BnALsivufGH-OMpkCR-78e3JcO6jH182UBayE0AbU-jn25n1w&__tn__=q&c%5b0%5d=AT30jNW8ftdMVxvHiU7_LtkhiBn-Ahvna0QTYKMUik4WY3o4vOMLdP-dZHsiOQcGWhAkGupLo8uTVYJSHB6NFEYdMnipFFa087bHVdb2cfsglEbtcRfUimHM8PjtFmGwuAgnvniiQ8JOyXWpP-Sk1nmnAJs3
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The Shepherds’ Play 
 

Saturday, December 16 
7:00 p.m. 

Morgan Opera House 
 

Saturday, December 23 
7:00 p.m. 

Poplar Ridge Friends Meeting

The Shepherds’ Play will be performed at the Morgan Opera House for the second straight year and at the Poplar 
Ridge Friends Meeting House. If you haven’t seen it before (it has been an annual event, based in Poplar Ridge for 

the past 40-odd years), we hope you will come see your friends and neighbors enact the Nativity story from the 
perspective of the shepherds, in the form of a Medieval play passed down for generations in an isolated community 

before being translated into lively English—as full of slapstick as reverence. 
 

It is very family-friendly. Admission is free. 
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deCember 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

 1 Pickleball, 10 
a.m. 
 
Sandra Esparza, 6-
8 p.m. 
 
Northville Tree 
Lighting, 6-9 p.m. 

2 King Ferry 
Food Pantry, 9 
a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
Christmas in 
Aurora, various 
times 
 
Ben Wayne, 1-4 
p.m. 

3 Bingo, Bubbles, 
& Brunch, 11 a.m.-
5 p.m. 
 
Pickleball, 5 p.m. 
 
Caroling, 6 p.m. 
 

4 “Plan to 
Succeed,” 12:30 
p.m. 
 
Fiber Friends, 4 
p.m. 
 
Trivia, 6 p.m. 
 
Weihnachten, 8 
p.m. 

5 Pickleball, 10 a.m. 
 
Patrick Tavern 
Market, 4:30-6 p.m. 
 
Tacos and Trivia, 6-8 
p.m. 

6 Storytime, 9:30 a.m. 
 
Tea Time, 3 p.m. 
 
Sip and Paint, 7 p.m. 
 
Southern Cayuga 
Book Club, 7 p.m. 
 

7 UMA Book 
Club, 12 p.m. 
 

8 Pickleball, 10 
a.m. 
 
Tru Bleu, 6:30-
8:30 p.m. 

9 Holiday Craft 
Show, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. 
 
Holiday Festival, 
12-5 p.m. 

10 Bingo, 
Bubbles, & Brunch, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
 
Kids Cocoa and 
Craft, 2 p.m. 
 
Community Pizza 
Party, 4 p.m. 
 
Pickleball, 5 p.m. 

11 Fiber Friends, 
4 p.m. 
 
Trivia, 6 p.m. 

12 Pickleball, 10 
a.m. 
 
Patrick Tavern 
Market, 4:30-6 p.m. 
 
Tacos and Trivia, 6-8 
p.m. 

13 Storytime, 9:30 
a.m. 
 
Learning by the Lake, 
7:30 p.m. 

14 Library Board 
Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
 

15 Pickleball, 10 
a.m. 
 
Cider Pairing 
Dinner, 6 p.m. 

16 King Ferry 
Food Pantry, 9 
a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
Nicholas Stark, 1-4 
p.m. 
 
Holiday Party, 4 
p.m. 
 
Ugly Sweater 
Happy Hour, 6 
p.m. 
 
Shepherds’ Play, 7 
p.m. 

17 Bingo, 
Bubbles, & Brunch, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

18 Fiber Friends, 
4 p.m. 
 
Trivia, 6 p.m. 

19 Patrick Tavern 
Market, 4:30-6 p.m. 
 
Tacos and Trivia, 6-8 
p.m. 

20 Storytime, 9:30 
a.m. 

21  22 Christmas 
Pageant, 7 p.m. 
 
Champagne and 
Charcuterie, TBA 
 
The Hub 
submissions due 

23 Shepherds’ 
Play, 7 p.m. 

24 Bingo, 
Bubbles, & Brunch, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
 
Tea Buffet, TBA 

25 26 Patrick Tavern 
Market, 4:30-6 p.m. 
 
Tacos and Trivia, 6-8 
p.m. 

27  28 29 30  

31 Bingo, 
Bubbles, & Brunch, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
 
Family Brunch, 
TBA 

 


