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News From the LibrarY 
 

 

Happy 2025 to you all! We hope you all had a lovely holiday season and look forward 
to serving you in the new year. 

 
• I would like to begin by giving a HUGE shout out to Alexis Boyce who is our Hub Newsletter volunteer. She 

does a wonderful job putting this resource together for our community. THANK YOU ALEXIS! 
 

• If joining a Book Club is on your list for the new year, our book for this month is Vera Wong’s Unsolicited 
Advice for Murderers by Jesse Q. Sutanto. We will meet on January 8. New members are always welcome. We 
meet at the Aurora Free Library January until June and then at Opendore from July through December. 
 

• On Mondays our Fiber Friends group meets at 4 p.m. Families are welcome to join us for storytime on 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. We offer a number of monthly kids’ programming including Lego Night, Tween 
Graphic Novel Book Club, and Painted Paper Art Club, and often have other activities whenever you visit.  
 

• We have a teen D&D club that meets regularly and have had an adult show interest in holding a D&D 
group. Please let us know if you are interested. Would you like to gather and play another game (chess, 
mahjong, Scrabble, cards, etc.) or have a group around a hobby? Let us know. Maybe we can convene a 
group. 

 
• The library always welcomes volunteers. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please email Sandy 

Groth at aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com or ask next time you visit. There are a variety of opportunities 
from shelving books to helping with fundraisers and more. 
 

• Thank you to all who have donated to our Annual Appeal. We truly appreciate your support! 
 

• Check our website and Facebook for up-to-date information. Library hours are Monday and Friday 3-7 
p.m., Wednesday 10 a.m.–6 p.m., and Saturday 10 am.-2 p.m. 

The Hub 
 

Your Source for what’s going on around southern cayuga 

PRESENTed by the Aurora Free Library 
 

Please submit content for the next issue to 
greaterauroracommunity@gmail.com by January 22.  

 
Subscribe to our monthly email newsletter and like us on Facebook for more local 

information between issues. 
 

News from the Library Page 1 Sights of Southern Cayuga Page 12 
Community Notes Page 6 Calendar of Events Page 13 
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file://files.cornell.edu/as/aas/Users/ab449/The%20Hub/aurorafreelibrary.org
https://www.facebook.com/aurorafreelibrary
http://eepurl.com/gwgeYr
https://www.facebook.com/GreaterAuroraNewsletter/
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• Be sure to visit to check out our new materials next time you visit and look online for our ebooks and 
magazines at https://flls.overdrive.com/. 
 

• 2024 was a wonderful year celebrating 125 years. We look forward to another great year serving our 
community. Happy New Year! 

 
 

 

https://flls.overdrive.com/
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Community Notes 
 

 

 
All of us at the King Ferry Food Pantry 

extend our gratitude 
for your donations and support 
which help us in our mission 

to reduce food insecurity. 
 

In 2024 your generous donations provided 
food for 2,616 household visits to the pantry 

(2,644 children, 4,250 adults and 735 seniors). 
 

Best wishes for a peaceful and joyful 2025! 
 

Everyone in our community is welcome to give or receive. 
Those in need of a helping hand will find a warm welcome 
on the first and third Saturday of each month, from 9-noon. 

We’re located in the Ag Wing of Southern Cayuga High School 
2384 State Route 34B, Aurora, NY, 

or call (315) 497-2049 for more information. 
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Annual Christmas Treat Bag Project 
 

On December 17, the churches of Aurora and the Aurora Art Club joined forces on an annual Christmas project. 
50 bags, which were decorated by the Peachtown students, were filled with fruit, snacks, homemade cookies, and 
some surprises to be distributed around the community. It was a great day and everyone enjoyed helping with this 

project.  
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Unity House Seeks Nominations for 15th Annual 
Fred Atkins Community Service Award 

 
Due date: Thursday, February 13, 2025 

 
Nominations are now being accepted for the 15th annual Fred Atkins Community Service Award. This award is 
given by Unity House each spring in memory of Frederick J. Atkins, a beloved Cayuga County volunteer who 

passed away in 2009 at the age of 95. 
 

The Atkins Award recognizes an outstanding individual who volunteers in Cayuga County and who exemplifies 
Fred’s high moral standards and philanthropic spirit. The winner receives a $1,000 cash prize: $500 for him/herself 

and $500 to donate to a Cayuga County non-profit of his or her choice. 
 

The winner will be announced in early March. The award will be presented at Unity House’s annual dinner on 
Monday, April 28. The public is warmly invited to attend. Nominations are due by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 

13. Learn more and find the nomination form at https://unityhouse.org/atkins-award/ or call 315-253-6227 ext. 
313, or email kelly.buck@unityhouse.org. 

 

 
2024 Atkins Awardee Joe Goodsell, nominated by Matthew House 

 

 
 

 
 

https://unityhouse.org/atkins-award/
mailto:kelly.buck@unityhouse.org
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Happenings at the United Ministry of Aurora 
337 Main Street, Aurora  

 
• Our Sunday morning services are at 10:30 a.m. For the winter months, we are in the Social 

Room. Communion is on the first Sunday of the month. 
 

• We have a variety of guest preachers on Sunday mornings who bring different perspectives and depth to our 
traditional worship services - with a little fun added. 

o January 5: Rev. Dr. Barb Blom 
o January 12: Rev. Betty Hurley 
o January 19: Rev. Dr. Barb Blom 
o January 26: Rev. Felicity Wright 

 
• Coffee, Tea, and More – Saturday mornings, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Feeling the January doldrums, need some fellowship? Stop in for a cup of coffee, tea, a treat, take out or stay 
and chat or play a board game or do a puzzle or just sit and enjoy! 
 
We also offer many opportunities to learn, to join together in community and to follow a Way of being in 
the world that brings hope, peace, joy, and love to ourselves and others.  

 
• Book Club – Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. 

January 8 and 15 we are finishing our discussion of The Universal Christ by Richard Rohr. All are welcome to 
join in our interesting conversations even if you haven’t read the book. 
 

• Eli Hernandez – Sunday, January 5, 11:30 a.m. 
Cayuga County NAACP President Eli Hernandez will join us following the service to talk about the work 
the NAACP is doing and how people can become involved. Everyone is welcome to join us for this 
informative conversation. Also, during the service his children will be providing some outstanding special 
music. 
 

• Baha Hilo – Sunday, January 12, 4 p.m. 
The Palestine Justice Network of the Presbyterian Church is hosting Baha Hilo, an educator from 
Bethlehem on a speaking tour across the U.S. He will be speaking at UMA, “What’s Going On and What 
You Can Do,” an explanation of the basic historic and present situation and how individuals and groups can 
help. 

 
• Aurora Fire Department – Sunday, January 19, 11:30 a.m. 

We will be holding a special collection for the Aurora Fire Department New Ambulance Fund. Some AFD 
EMTs will join us following the service to talk about the need. Everyone is invited to join us as we honor 
and support these volunteers and the amazing work they do!    
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Upcoming Events at Local Wineries and Breweries 

 
Aurora Brewing Co. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treleaven Wines
 

Winter Trivia League 
Thursdays, 6:30-9:30 p.m. 

 
Barrel Room Concert Series 

Saturdays, 5-8 p.m. 
 

January 4 – Petty Thieves Duo 
January 11 – Steve Romer & Bradford Allen 

January 18 – Dirtroad Ruckus Duo 
January 25 – The Ende Brothers 

 
Bingo, Bubbles & Brunch 

Sundays, 12-5 p.m. 
 

Football Sunday 
January 5, 1-5 p.m. 

  
 
 
 
 

https://www.brewaurora.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawGQtilleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHVGFWkXvcPS664DXKc-b-0Qf5OSoLfLv-o1XjpdNRzf8uUjOTzGr5LcEyA_aem_95Y2tZmEwzRQwxQ7SSBrog
https://treleavenwines.com/
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Sights of Southern Cayuga 
 

Submitted by Linda Dugan 
 

“December skies and the Christmas Eve parade with the Aurora Fire Department and Santa.” 
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Calendar of Events  
 

 



The Hub 14 
 

Southern Cayuga Book Club 
 
Wednesday, January 8 
7:00 p.m. 
Aurora Free Library 
 
Southern Cayuga Book Club will meet to discuss Vera Wong’s Unsolicited Advice for Murderers by 
Jesse Q. The book club will meet at the Aurora Free Library from January until June and then 
move to Opendore from July to December. 
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Polystyrene (Styrofoam) Recycling Event 
 
Saturday, February 8 
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Patrick Tavern 
 
Clean foam packaging, no peanuts or food containers. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo from the 2024 Cayuga Climate 
Action Foam Recycling Day 
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January 2025 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1  
 
 

2 Winter Trivia 
League, 6:30-9:30 
p.m. 
 

3 Game Time, 3-
5 p.m. 
 
Northville Open 
Studio, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. 
 
 
 

4 King Ferry 
Food Pantry, 9 
a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
UMA Coffee, 9 
a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
Petty Thieves Duo, 
5-8 p.m.  
 
Film screening, The 
Wild Robot, 7 p.m. 

5 Eli Hernandez, 
11:30 a.m. 
 
Bingo. Bubbles, 
and Brunch, 12-5 
p.m. 
 
Football Sunday, 1-
5 p.m. 

6 Fiber Friends, 4 
p.m. 
 
D&D, 5:30-7 p.m. 

7 ABC Trivia, 6-8 
p.m. 

8 Storytime, 9:30 
a.m. 
 
UMA Book Club, 
12:30 p.m. 
 
Southern Cayuga 
Book Club, 7 p.m. 

9 Winter Trivia 
League, 6:30-9:30 
p.m. 

10 11 UMA Coffee, 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
Steve Romer & 
Bradford Allen, 5-8 
p.m. 

12 Bingo. 
Bubbles, and 
Brunch, 12-5 p.m. 
 
Baha Hilo, 4 p.m. 

13 Fiber Friends, 4 
p.m. 
 
Weekend Workers 
Happy Hour, 5-8 
p.m. 
 
D&D, 5:30-7 p.m. 

14 ABC Trivia, 
6-8 p.m. 

15 Storytime, 9:30 
a.m. 
 
UMA Book Club, 
12:30 p.m. 
 
Blood Drive, 1:30-
6:30 p.m. 

16 AFL Board 
meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
 
Winter Trivia 
League, 6:30-9:30 
p.m. 

17 18 King Ferry 
Food Pantry, 9 
a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
UMA Coffee, 9 
a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
Dirtroad Ruckus 
Duo, 5-8 p.m. 
 
Sober Dance Party, 
7-10 p.m. 

19 AFD at UMA, 
11:30 a.m. 
 
Bingo. Bubbles, 
and Brunch, 12-5 
p.m. 

20 
 

21 ABC Trivia, 
6-8 p.m. 

22 Storytime, 9:30 
a.m. 
 
UMA Book Club, 
12:30 p.m. 
 
The Hub submissions 
due 

23 Game Night, 
5-8 p.m. 
 
Winter Trivia 
League, 6:30-9:30 
p.m. 

24 25 UMA Coffee, 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
The Ende 
Brothers, 5-8 p.m. 

26 Bingo. 
Bubbles, and 
Brunch, 12-5 p.m. 
 
“History of 
Abolition” reading 
and discussion, 4-5 
p.m. 

27 Fiber Friends, 4 
p.m. 
 
D&D, 5:30-7 p.m. 

28 ABC Trivia, 
6-8 p.m. 

29 Storytime, 9:30 
a.m. 
 
UMA Book Club, 
12:30 p.m. 
 
Lego Club, 1-6 p.m. 

30 Winter Trivia 
League, 6:30-9:30 
p.m. 

31  

 
  


