
THE HUB 1 
 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
 

Happy February! 
 

Although February is the shortest month, there are loads of events happening in our area to keep everyone busy this 
winter. Keep track with our calendar at the end of this issue. 

 
• On February 1, we celebrate Take Your Child to the Library Day. Drop in for activities or storytimes at 11 

a.m. and 1 p.m. featuring African American artist Alma Thomas. Our Annual Association Meeting is on 
Thursday, February 13 at 5:30 p.m. Come meet our Board, hear about 2024, our plans for 2025, and vote in 
new Board members. All are welcome! 
 

• This month’s winter break is packed with kids’ activities at the library including Lego Night, STEAM-
WARTS camp, and Game Day! Our Tween Graphic Novel Book Club and Painted Paper Art Club meet 
this month as well. 
 

• This month’s Southern Cayuga Book Club discussion features the Community Read of Man’s Search For 
Meaning and there are other opportunities for discussions throughout the month. 
 

• Our movie this month is Wicked on Saturday, February 22. Be sure to mark your calendar now! 
 

• Have you been knitting, crocheting or needlepointing this winter? Don’t forget that our Fiber Friends group 
meets on Mondays at 4 p.m. 
 

• Families are invited to get out of the house and join us for storytime on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 
 

• Our new Teen D&D club meets on Mondays at 5:30 p.m. and we are continuing to gather names of 
interested adults for an adult D&D group. Please let us know if you are interested. 
 

THE HUB 
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Please submit content for the next issue to 
greaterauroracommunity@gmail.com by February 22.  

 
Subscribe to our monthly email newsletter and like us on Facebook for more local 

information between issues. 
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http://eepurl.com/gwgeYr
https://www.facebook.com/GreaterAuroraNewsletter/
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• Would you like to gather and play another game (chess, checkers, mahjong, Scrabble, cards, etc.) or 
have a group focused around a hobby? Let us know. Maybe we can convene a group. 
 

• The library always welcomes volunteers. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please email Sandy 
Groth at aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com or ask next time you visit. There are a variety of opportunities 
from shelving books to helping with fundraisers and more. 
 

• Lastly, The Fargo is sponsoring a fundraiser for our Morgan Opera House on Friday, February 21! 
 

• Check our website and Facebook for up-to-date information. Library hours are 
Monday and Friday 3-7 p.m., Wednesday 10 a.m.–6 p.m., and Saturday 10 am.-2 p.m. 

 
We hope to see you at the library soon! 

 
 

 

mailto:aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/aurorafreelibrary
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COMMUNITY NOTES 
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Updates from the Howland Stone Store Museum and Opendore 

The Howland Stone Store Museum and Opendore have begun the Reading and Discussion group for winter 2025. 
January 26 was the first meeting, facilitated by Larry Bell, and Linda Van Buskirk. The theme for this series of 

meetings is the history of abolition. It isn’t too late to participate so contact madeline4394@gmail.com or leave a 
message at 315-303-2145 if you’d like to obtain reading material and participate. More detailed information can be 

found on the HSSM website. 

Collections work continues as we inventory The Cabinet of Curiosities, which includes taking photographs of all 
artifacts. Organizing and protecting documents stored in the archive room continues to be a priority as well. 

Programs and exhibits for the 2025 season are in the works with a local cemetery tour and a Slocum Howland 
exhibit that will highlight the calendar. 

Work on the East Porch has been suspended till more suitable weather arrives in the spring. It has been 5 months 
since the start of the project, with 840 hours of volunteer work recorded. 

It will be an exciting 2025 at the HSSM and Opendore. Please consider becoming a docent during this upcoming 
season or volunteering in some capacity. You can give as much or as little time as fits your schedule. All that have 

an interest are welcome. 
 

 

mailto:madeline4394@gmail.com
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Join Us for an Unforgettable Summer at Camp Gregory! 
 

Summer 2025 registration is now open, and we’re hiring for our upcoming camp season! If you’re looking for a 
rewarding summer job with competitive pay, check out our campgregory.org/employment for available positions. 
Working at Camp Gregory isn’t just a job—it’s an opportunity to make a lasting impact. Summer camp transforms 

not only the campers who attend but also the entire community, as local youth connect with nature, build 
friendships, and develop a deeper appreciation for the land around them. 

 
Visit our website to learn more and be part of something special this summer! 

http://campgregory.org/employment
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Unity House Seeks Nominations for 15th Annual 
Fred Atkins Community Service Award 

 
Due date: Thursday, February 13, 2025 

 
Nominations are now being accepted for the 15th annual Fred Atkins Community Service Award. This award is 
given by Unity House each spring in memory of Frederick J. Atkins, a beloved Cayuga County volunteer who 

passed away in 2009 at the age of 95. 
 

The Atkins Award recognizes an outstanding individual who volunteers in Cayuga County and who exemplifies 
Fred’s high moral standards and philanthropic spirit. The winner receives a $1,000 cash prize: $500 for him/herself 

and $500 to donate to a Cayuga County non-profit of his or her choice. 
 

The winner will be announced in early March. The award will be presented at Unity House’s annual dinner on 
Monday, April 28. The public is warmly invited to attend. Nominations are due by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 

13. Learn more and find the nomination form at https://unityhouse.org/atkins-award/ or call 315-253-6227 ext. 
313, or email kelly.buck@unityhouse.org. 

 

 
2024 Atkins Awardee Joe Goodsell, nominated by Matthew House 

 

https://unityhouse.org/atkins-award/
mailto:kelly.buck@unityhouse.org
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Happenings at the United Ministry of Aurora 
337 Main Street, Aurora 

 
Our Sunday morning services are at 10:30 a.m. For the winter months we are in the Social Room. Communion is on 

the first Sunday of the month. Pastor Barb is available to all for spiritual or pastoral counseling, or just to chat. 
revbarbe@gmail.com 

 
We have a variety of guest preachers on Sunday mornings who bring different perspectives and depth to 

our traditional worship services - with a little fun added. 
February 2 - Rev. Dr. Barb Blom 

February 9 - Susan Barr 
February 16 - Rev. Dr. Barb Blom 
February 23 - Elder Larry Weiss 

 
Coffee, Tea and Treats - Saturday mornings, 9-11 a.m. 

Feeling the February doldrums, need some fellowship? Stop in for a cup of coffee, tea, a treat, a chat, or maybe play 
a board game, do a puzzle, or just sit and enjoy! 

 
We also offer many opportunities to learn, to join together in community and to follow a Way of being in 

the world that brings hope, peace, joy and love to ourselves and others. 
 

Chair Yoga with Kathleen Ganley – Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. 
Kathleen owns Healing Hearts in Union Springs, she has over 20 years of experience as a physical therapist, yoga 

teacher and more. All abilities welcome! 
 

Book Club – Wednesdays, 12:30 p.m. 
All are welcome to join in our interesting conversations even if you haven’t read the book. Currently we are reading 
Anne Lamott, Somehow: Thoughts on Love. Email the UMA Office (umaofc@gmail.com) to ask how to receive a copy. 
 

Music Ensemble with Laura Cambell, Colgate University and former Wells College Professor of Music - 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. 

Are you interested in playing music with others in our community? Then join in the fun! Musicians of all 
instruments, ages, and abilities are welcome! 

 
Doug George Kannentino, Mohawk - Sunday, February 9, 4 p.m. 

Doug George Kannetino, Mohawk, will speak to us about the boarding schools for Indigenous children, where the 
goal was to “take the Indian out of them,” and the need for reparations. He grew up in one of the boarding schools 
and it was a very traumatic time. Many of us value the traditional spirituality of the Native people that honors the 

earth, creates “the good mind,” and fosters peace and reconciliation. The women of Seneca Falls were heavily 
influenced by their neighboring Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Clan Mothers. Please join us in learning more about the 
traditional Haudenosaunee people and the impact of the boarding schools and how we can support them as they 

emerge from the generational trauma. 
 

Community Movie Afternoon - Sunday, February 22, 3 p.m. 
 Join us for some popcorn and a movie TBA. The movie will have a “spiritual” “religious” kind of base. 

 
Wells Professor of Religion Emeritus Dr. Arthur Bellinzoni - Sunday, February 23, 4 p.m. 

The distinguished Dr. Arthur Bellinzoni will once again lead us in a seminar, “The Diaspora and Antisemitism.” 
This presentation and discussion will examine the disbursement of the Jewish people and the effect on 

antisemitism. Please join us for what is always a thought-provoking hour-and-a-half. In person in the Social Room 
or Zoom. 

 
May there be Peace on Earth! 

mailto:revbarbe@gmail.com
mailto:umaofc@gmail.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89371192491?pwd=EMNVXYDgZnxKHmPrb4QUe8ybJCnYx8.1
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Upcoming Events at Local Wineries and Breweries 
 

Aurora Brewing Co. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What’s Cookin’ Trio 

Friday, February 21, 5 p.m. 
 

Bright Leaf Vineyard 
 

 
Wine Glass Paint and Sip Party 

Sunday, February 23, 2 p.m. 

https://www.brewaurora.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawGQtilleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHVGFWkXvcPS664DXKc-b-0Qf5OSoLfLv-o1XjpdNRzf8uUjOTzGr5LcEyA_aem_95Y2tZmEwzRQwxQ7SSBrog
https://www.brightleafvineyard.com/
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Treleaven Wines
 

Barrel Room Concert Series 
Saturdays, 1-4 p.m. 

 
February 1 – Nicholas Stark 

February 8 – Tom Chick 
February 15 – Rob Ervin 

February 22 – Bill Ali 
 

Bingo, Bubbles & Brunch 
Sundays, 12-5 p.m. 

 
Trivia League 

Fridays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 

Valentine’s Day Dinner 
Friday, February 14, 5-9 p.m. 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://treleavenwines.com/
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Sights of Southern Cayuga 
 

Submitted by Linda Dugan 
 

“A scene from the polar bear plunge—brrrrr—and a blue sky winter panorama of the college dock.” 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
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 Get ready to have fun for a great cause this Sunday!  
 

Join your friends and neighbors at Aurora Brewing for a FE-BREW-ARY event, to benefit our friends at 
the United Way of Cayuga County! From 2-5 p.m., a percentage of your purchases will go directly toward 

supporting the important work of United Way in our community. 
 

United Way of Cayuga County helps serve people all across the county, focusing on key areas like youth 
opportunity, financial security, health, and basic needs. Your participation will help make a real difference! 

 
So come out, enjoy food and drink, watch the sunset over the water, and support a wonderful cause. 

See you this Sunday!  

 Event Details: https://www.unitedwayofcayugacounty.org/fe-brew-ary-aurora-brewing 

  

https://www.unitedwayofcayugacounty.org/fe-brew-ary-aurora-brewing
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Patrick Tavern Market 
 

Tuesday, February 11 
4:30-6:00 p.m. 

 
Drive away the chill on Tuesday, February 11th, 4:30-6:00 p.m. at the Patrick Tavern monthly winter market. The 
theme will be Valentine’s Day; Cookie will have dinners to enjoy right away or save to heat up for the day itself. 

There will be Valentine cards and a table with some calligraphy pens so you can sign and address them in a warm 
and festive atmosphere. To sign up for a box of microgreens - a welcome winter salad - write directly to Vic 

at vic_i_munoz@yahoo.com. Jeff’s Centurion Farm pork list will be posted soon, too. Show some love with a 
purchase from San Pedro Sister Community: chocolate bars and Love Buzz coffee are naturals. 

Baked goods from Alicia, honey from Ron, and more treats and gifts (the list is still shaping up) will fit the 
sweet theme. Above all, it’s a chance to get out, do your shopping with warmth and convenience, and mingle with 

friends. 
 

Of course, any winter event is subject to weather. If you don’t already receive market notices through the Tuesday 
Market mailings, sign up for the former by writing lschwab.glebefarm@gmail.com to get an update if necessary.  
 

AURORA FREE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION  

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Thursday, February 13, 2025 
5:30 pm  

Community members are encouraged to attend! 
 

 

• Meet the Library Board 
• Review 2024 

• Hear about 2025 goals 
• Association members* vote in board members 

 

 
A short regular business meeting of the Board will immediately 

follow the Annual Association Meeting. 
 

All are welcome. 
*Association Members are those over the age of 18 who have an Aurora Free 

Library card. 

mailto:vic_i_munoz@yahoo.com
mailto:lschwab.glebefarm@gmail.com
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Aurora Free Library Film Series: 
Experience the Magic of Wicked at the Morgan Opera House! 

 
Defy gravity—and maybe even the cold—by joining us on Saturday, February 22 for a special screening 

of Wicked, the Broadway sensation now brought to life on the big screen! 
 

Doors open at 6:30 PM, and the movie starts at 7:00 PM. Enjoy themed snacks, dress in your Wicked-inspired best, 
and immerse yourself in this spellbinding story. 

 
Follow the yellow brick road to the Morgan Opera House and support the Aurora Free Library—it’s sure to be 

an Oz-some evening! 
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FEBRUARY 2025 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 
 

  
 
 

1 UMA Coffee, 9-11 
a.m. 
 
King Ferry Food 
Pantry, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
Open Studio, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. 
 
Take Your Child to 
the Library Day, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. 
 
Nicholas Stark, 1-4 
p.m. 

2 Bingo. Bubbles, 
and Brunch, 12-5 p.m. 
 
Fe-Brew-Ary, 2-5 p.m. 

3 Fiber Friends, 4 p.m. 
 
Teen D&D, 5:30 p.m. 

4 Chair Yoga, 10:30 
a.m. 
 
High Tea in the 
Greenhouse, 3-5 
p.m. 
 
ABC Trivia, 6-8 p.m. 

5 Storytime, 9:30 a.m. 
 
UMA Book Club, 12:30 
p.m. 
 
Community Read, 7 p.m. 

6 Community 
Read, 2 p.m. 
 
Music Ensemble, 7 
p.m. 

7 Trivia League, 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 

8 UMA Coffee, 9-11 
a.m. 
 
Artisan Market, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. → 
 
Styrofoam Recycling, 
various times 
 
Tom Chick, 1-4 p.m. 

9 Pancake Breakfast, 
7:30-11 a.m. 
 
Artisan Market and 
Make a Valentine, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. 
 
Bingo. Bubbles, and 
Brunch, 12-5 p.m. 
 
Doug George 
Kannentino, 4 p.m. 

10 Fiber Friends, 4 
p.m. 
 
Weekend Workers 
Happy Hour, 5-7 p.m. 
 
Teen D&D, 5:30 p.m. 

11 Chair Yoga, 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Patrick Tavern 
Market, 4:30-6 p.m. 
 
ABC Trivia, 6-8 p.m. 

12 Storytime, 9:30 a.m. 
 
UMA Book Club, 12:30 
p.m. 

13 AFL annual 
meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
 
Music Ensemble, 7 
p.m. 
 
Atkins Award 
nominations due 

14 Treleaven 
Valentine’s Day 
Dinner. 5-9 p.m. 
 
Bright Leaf 
Valentine’s Dinner, 
6 p.m. 
 
Lego Club, 6 p.m. 
 

15 UMA Coffee, 9-
11 a.m. 
 
King Ferry Food 
Pantry, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
Rob Ervin, 1-4 p.m. 
 
Mocktail Party, 7-9 
p.m. 

16 Bingo. Bubbles, 
and Brunch, 12-5 p.m. 
 
Woodwind Quintet, 4 
p.m. 

17  
 
 

18 Chair Yoga, 
10:30 a.m. 
 
ABC Trivia, 6-8 p.m. 

19 UMA Book Club, 
12:30 p.m. 
 
Steam-Warts Camp, 
6:30-8 p.m. 
 

20 Community 
Read, 4 p.m. 
 
Music Ensemble, 7 
p.m. 

21 AFL Game 
Time, 3-5 p.m. 
 
Adult Game Night, 
5-7 p.m. 
 
What’s Cookin’ Trio, 
5 p.m. 
 
MOH Fargo Dinner, 
5 p.m. 
 
Trivia League, 6:30-
8:30 p.m. 

22 UMA Coffee, 9-
11 a.m. 
 
Bill Ali, 1-4 p.m. 
 
Community Movie, 3 
p.m. 
 
Film screening, 
Wicked, 7 p.m. 
 
The Hub submissions 
due 

23 Bingo. Bubbles, 
and Brunch, 12-5 p.m. 
 
Wine Glass Paint and 
Sip, 2 p.m. 
 
“The Diaspora and 
Antisemitism,” 4 p.m. 
 

24 Fiber Friends, 4 
p.m. 
 
Teen D&D, 5:30 p.m. 

25 Chair Yoga, 
10:30 a.m. 
 
ABC Trivia, 6-8 p.m. 

26 Storytime, 9:30 a.m. 
 
UMA Book Club, 12:30 
p.m. 
 
Painted Paper Art Club, 
6:30 p.m. 

27 Music 
Ensemble, 7 p.m. 

28 Trivia League, 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 

 

 
 


