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News from the library 
  

As summer comes to a close we want to thank everyone who visited the library or attended one of our events. We 
enjoyed sharing our summer with you! Our Enchanted Festival last weekend was a great way to end the summer. 

Many thanks to all who participated and volunteered their time to make it such a wonderful community event! 
 

• Although fall at the library will not be as busy as summer, we do have a number of programs planned. 
Storytime will start up again mid-September and we look forward to regular visits from Peachtown and the 
Aurora Preschool. Our Gardening Guru Liz Snyder of True Leaf Designs will give a fall talk at the end of 
the month on September 29. Lego Club will take place on Talk Like a Pirate Day, September 19. All ages 
are welcome! Our Book Lovers’ Ball Fundraiser will take place on Friday, October 3 (sign up by 
September 15 for early-bird pricing) and our Book Lovers’ Ball author, Sheila Myers, will speak on 
October 5. Copies of her book, The Truth of Who You Are, will be available for check out this month. 
 

• If you are interested in volunteering at the library, please email Director, Sandy Groth at 
aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com or ask next time you visit. We have a variety of opportunities based on 
your interest and skill set. 

 
• Lastly, it is Library Card Sign-Up Month- “One Card, Endless Possibilities.” The library has so many 

wonderful items to read, but remember we also have items to take out including NYS Park Passes, 
Rosamond Gifford Zoo Passes (good for the whole family) and Sciencenter Passes for the whole family to 
have a fun day out. We also loan out puzzles and games and have downloadable magazines, books and 
more! We welcome suggestions that you may have for how we can serve you best. See you soon! 

 
Check www.aurorafreelibrary.org and Facebook for up-to-date information. Library hours are Monday and Friday 

3-7 p.m., Wednesday 10 a.m.–6 p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

The Hub 
 

Your Source for what’s going on around southern cayuga 

PRESENTed by the Aurora Free Library 
 

Please submit content for the next issue to 
greaterauroracommunity@gmail.com by September 22. 

 
Subscribe to our monthly email newsletter and like us on Facebook for more local 

information between issues. 
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“From Main to the Kicking Tree: Daily Walks in Aurora, ca. 1905” 
 

Experience Aurora around the turn of the last century in the upcoming show at Patrick Tavern, 302 Main St. From 
Wells College’s opening in 1868 for many decades, students were required to walk about a mile each day. The most 
usual walk began at Main Building and went north to a big elm tree on the west side of the street, not quite opposite 

Sherwood Rd., which came to be called the Kicking Tree. 
 

From about 1905 to 1910, Henry A. Morgan (a son of Edwin B. Morgan, and in his turn a community leader) had 
photographed and printed a series of postcards of Aurora, offered both in black and white and hand-colored. A few 
years earlier, the Kodak Brownie camera had made photography accessible to anyone, and Wells students took to it 
enthusiastically. Some of their scrapbooks of candid photos joined the Wells yearbook, The Cardinal, as a record of 

their times. 
 

This show combines formal postcards and informal snapshots for a glimpse of the daily walks along Aurora’s Main 
Street, and some other popular destinations, from the shoreline to the waterfalls. The display is self-guided, free, 

and accessible to all. Watch for the opening date and celebration. 
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Updates from the Howland Stone Store Museum and Opendore 
 

On Sunday, September 21 at 4 p.m., the Howland Stone Store Museum and Opendore will welcome Gary 
Emmerson who will present a program titled “Steamboats on the Finger Lakes.” The steamboat era generally 

spanned from the late 1830s until the 1920s or 1930s depending on the lake. Cayuga Lake was the first lake to adopt 
steamboats in the region. The Enterprise, the Seneca Chief, and the Lady of the Lake were some of the ship names 
on the Finger Lakes. Please join us to learn of the fascinating history of steamships as they carried people to resorts 

and towns and transported goods and agricultural produce to the Erie Canal. 
 

On Friday, September 12, Opendore, along with Dove Art Block, Onondaga Creek Walk, Clute Memorial Park, 
Elmira Infinite Canvas, Gere Block Stewart Park, and Waverly Glen will be honored at the Chusid Symposium on 
Place. These eight sites are being celebrated at the Christopherson Center as places where “diverse voices engage 
with economic development, heritage, climate resiliency and equity to recognize and build place and a sense of 

community.” 
 

Ongoing work at Opendore is vast and includes preparation for this winter’s Reading and Discussion Group, 
landscaping plans, grant writing, collections management, and the Hazard Library project. As always, the 

community is encouraged to request usage of Opendore for meetings and gatherings of their own and as the 
museum lives because of the efforts of an entirely volunteer group of people, please contact any member of the 

board if you have skills that could contribute to our efforts. 
 

 

Happenings at the United Ministry of Aurora 
337 Main Street, Aurora 

 
Our Sunday morning services are at 10:30 a.m. Communion is on the first Sunday of the month. Pastor Barb is 

available to all for spiritual or pastoral counseling, or just to chat. If you would like to be added to Barb’s email list, 
please email her at revbarbe@gmail.com or by text/call (text best) at 607-342-6281. We have a variety of guest 

preachers on Sunday mornings who bring different perspectives and depth to our traditional worship services—
sometimes with a little added fun. 

 
September 7 - Rev. Dr. Barb E. Blom    September 14 - Rev. Felicity Wright 
September 21 - Rev. Dr. Barb E. Blom   September 28 - Rev. Betty Hurley 

 
We are taking orders for bricks in honor or in memory of someone or a favorite pet. We will be lining the south 
side of the walkway soon so hurry and get your order in!! Email the office umaofc@gmail.com for more info!!! 

 
Coffee, tea, and treats on Saturday mornings 9-11 a.m. Stop in for a cup of coffee, tea, a treat, a chat, or maybe play 

a board game, do a puzzle, or just sit and enjoy! 
 

We also offer many opportunities to learn, to come together in community and to follow a Way of being in the 
world that brings hope, peace, joy, and love to ourselves and others. Everyone is welcome to join us for worship, 

one or all events, discussions, and presentations! 
 

Chair Yoga with Kathleen Ganley – Every Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. 
Kathleen owns Healing Grounds in Union Springs and has over 20 years of experience as a physical therapist, yoga 

teacher and more. All abilities welcome! 
 

Music Ensemble with Laura Cambell (Wells College and Colgate University) – Every Thursday, 7 p.m. 
Are you interested in playing music with others in our community? Then join in the fun! Musicians of all 

instruments, ages, and abilities are welcome! 

mailto:revbarbe@gmail.com
mailto:umaofc@gmail.com
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Meditation with Rev. Betty Hurley – Friday, September 5, 9 a.m., Zoom only (email the office for the link) 

 
Discussion of the Gospel of Luke – Friday, September 5, 10 a.m. 

Our Sunday morning lectionary readings leave out so much of the Gospel story. It might be fun and inspiring to 
read the Gospel for ourselves. Luke is the longest and most scholarly of the four Gospels with 

different interpretation of the “atonement.” Please read the first four chapters, two are very familiar, reflect, 
research, and then let’s get together and share what we’ve learned and how the Gospel still speaks to us today. If 

people are interested we can continue with the discussions. 
 

Summer Drumming by the Lake – Wednesday, September 10, 6:30 p.m. 
Come and experience the joy and healing of a drum circle. Whether you have drummed all your life or never, you 

are welcome. Drums will be available so no need to bring one! 
 

The UMA Reading Group – Wednesday, September 17, 12:30 p.m.  
The UMA Reading Group will begin its fall study and will meet weekly on Wednesdays from 12:30-1:45 p.m. This 

fall we will be discussing the Epistle of James and reading James in the Suburbs: A Disorderly Parable of the Epistle of James 
by April Love-Fordham. Books will cost $10 and can be purchased from Sandy Wendler on the 17th. Please let her 

know if you would like a book (703-772-1099 or sandra.wendler@gmail.com).  
 

Movie Night, Faith Like Potatoes – Wednesday, September 17, 5-7 p.m. 
Potatoey snacks and popcorn! All are welcome to join us for a beautiful and poignant story of hardship and faith in 

South Africa. 
 

Former Wells College Professor Emeritus of Religion Dr. Arthur Bellinzoni 
Seminar, “The Quest for God” – Sunday, September 21, 4 p.m. 

Based on his book, The Future of Christianity: Can It Survive? Is God a person? A thing? An illusion? He expects 
interesting group discussions! 

 
“Our World Underwater” – Sunday, September 28, 4 p.m. 

Henry and Joan MacDonald of Finger Lakes Scuba will share photos and videos of the vast species, corals, and 
wrecks of the Caribbean Sea, the Indo-Pacific Ocean, and right here in our very own Cayuga Lake. Join us in seeing 

the unbelievable beauty of the underwater world! Donations for Peachtown Elementary School and Preschool 
welcome! 

 
“Gaza,” – Date and time TBA 

Mahmoud Burton, Vice President of the Al-Huda Islamic Center, as well as Jewish and other religious leaders will 
talk about the situation in Gaza and what we can do. Hope you join us for this very important opportunity. Please 

check our Facebook page and emails for more information and updates on date and time. 
 

 

Photos from the recent 
“Scoop for a Cause” 
Community Ice Cream 
Social 

mailto:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85053846762
mailto:sandra.wendler@gmail.com
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                    Upcoming Events at Local Wineries and Breweries 

 
Aurora Brewing Co. 

Old Tall Buildings 
Friday, September 5, 5-8 p.m. 

 
Kevin Sprague 

Saturday, September 13, 5-8 p.m. 

 
Raedwald Howland-Bolton 

Saturday, September 20, 5-8 p.m. 
 

Jim Scala 
Friday, September 26, 5-8 p.m. 

  
Bright Leaf Vineyard 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treleaven Wines

Trivia League 
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

 
Y2K Party 

Friday, September 5, 6-9 p.m. 
 

Acoustic Saturdays, 4-7 p.m. 
September 6 – Scott Tremolo 

 
Grillin’ & Chillin’ Bingo 

Sundays, 12-6 p.m. 
 

Hangtime Concert Series 
Fridays, 6-9 p.m. 

 
September 12 – Nicholas Stark and These Dudes 

September 26 – Zac Brown Tribute Band 
 

The Destination 30th Anniversary 
Saturday, September 20, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 

 
 
 

https://www.brewaurora.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawGQtilleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHVGFWkXvcPS664DXKc-b-0Qf5OSoLfLv-o1XjpdNRzf8uUjOTzGr5LcEyA_aem_95Y2tZmEwzRQwxQ7SSBrog
https://www.brightleafvineyard.com/
https://treleavenwines.com/
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Sights of Southern Cayuga 
 

Submitted by Linda Dugan 
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Calendar of Events 
 

Southern Cayuga Book Club 
 
Wednesday, September 3 
7:00 p.m. 
 
The Southern Cayuga Book Club will meet to discuss The Truth of Who You Are by Sheila 
Myers. This month, the book club will meet at a member’s home. Emails have been sent to 
list of members; call the library for more details. New members are always welcome!  
 
* This selection is part of the Book Lovers’ Ball author talk on Sunday, Oct 5 at 2:00 p.m. at the Aurora 
Free Library. 
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Book Lovers’ Ball Author Talk 
The Book Lovers’ Ball is delighted to introduce its 2025 featured 
author, Sheila Myers. Ms. Myers will give a talk at 2 p.m. on Sunday, 
Oct. 5 at the Morgan Opera House. She will discuss her most recent 
book, The Truth of Who You Are, as well as the books in her Durant 
family trilogy.  

The Truth of Who You Are, set during the Great Depression, is about Ben 
Taylor who, when his family is plunged into poverty, takes a job with 
the US Civilian Conservation Corps developing the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. A tragic accident puts him in a dilemma that 
follows him all the way to the Battle of the Bulge in World War II. 
Inspired by actual events and the people who once lived in the Smoky 
Mountains before it became a National Park, this saga explores how 
people use stories to hide uncomfortable truths. The Seattle Book 
Review states “The Truth of Who You Are is a beautifully written saga of 
a young man’s coming of age and journey into adulthood, as rich and 
stark as the Appalachian Mountains of his childhood.” 

Myers’ Durant trilogy is a fictionalized account of the family of the 
Gilded Age robber baron, Dr. Thomas C. Durant, who was vice 
president of the Union Pacific railroad, among other ventures. Myers 
was inspired to write the series after a trip to one of the Great Camps 
built by Durant’s son William, in the Adirondack wilderness. The books 
include Imaginary Brightness (2015), Castles in the Air (2016), and The Night is Done (2017). The Night is Done won the 
2017 Best Book of Fiction Literary Award from the Adirondack Center for Writing. 

Myers has been a professor of ecology at universities in the Finger Lakes region and is currently employed by 
Cayuga Community College. She has been published in Adirondack Life Magazine, The Appalachian Club Magazine, and 
the History News Network. She has been a guest on the History Channel. For more information about Myers and her 
books, visit: https://www.sheilamyers.com.  

The talk is free, open to the public, and includes refreshments.   

The Book Lovers Ball is a fundraiser for the Aurora Free Library. Tickets are now on sale. For more information, 
visit: www.bookloversball.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.adirondacklifemag.com/blogs/2018/03/08/the-other-durant/
https://historynewsnetwork.org/article/161484
https://www.sheilamyers.com/
http://www.bookloversball.com/
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September 2025 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  
 

2 Pickleball, 9 a.m. 
 
Chair Yoga, 9:30 
a.m. 
 
Patrick Tavern 
Market, 4:30-6 p.m. 

3 Pickleball, 5 p.m. 
 
Trivia League, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. 
 
Southern Cayuga Book 
Club, 7 p.m. 
 

4 5 Pickleball, 9 a.m. 
 
Meditation, 9 a.m. 
 
Gospel of Luke, 10 
a.m. 
 
Old Tall Buildings, 
5-8 p.m. 
 
Y2K Party, 6-9 p.m. 

6 King Ferry Food 
Pantry, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
Lions Club BBQ, 10 
a.m. 
 
Farmers’ Market, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. 
 
Scott Tremolo, 4-7 
p.m. 

7 Grillin’ and Chillin’ 
Bingo, 12-6 p.m. 
 
Pickleball, 5 p.m. 

8 Fiber Friends, 4 p.m. 
 
Teen D&D, 5:30 p.m. 

9 Pickleball, 9 a.m. 
 
Chair Yoga, 9:30 
a.m. 
 
Patrick Tavern 
Market, 4:30-6 p.m. 

10 Red Cross Blood 
Drive, 12:30-6:30 p.m. 
 
Pickleball, 5 p.m. 
 
Summer Drumming, 
6:30 p.m. 
 
Trivia League, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. 

11 12 Pickleball, 9 
a.m. 
 
Nate Marshall 
Drink-n-Sing, 6-9 
p.m. 
 
Nicholas Stark and 
These Dudes, 6-9 
p.m. 

13 Farmers’ 
Market, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. 
 
Coffee for a 
Cause/Fiber Arts 
Fair, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
 
Kevin Sprague, 5-8 
p.m. 
 

14 Grillin’ and 
Chillin’ Bingo, 12-6 
p.m. 
 
Pickleball, 5 p.m. 

15 Fiber Friends, 4 
p.m. 
 
Teen D&D, 5:30 p.m. 

16 Pickleball, 9 
a.m. 
 
Chair Yoga, 9:30 
a.m. 
 
Patrick Tavern 
Market, 4:30-6 p.m. 

17 Storytime, 9:30 a.m. 
 
UMA Reading Group, 
12:30 p.m. 
 
Pickleball, 5 p.m. 
 
Film screening, Faith 
Like Potatoes, 5-7 p.m. 
 
Trivia League, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. 
 

18 Music 
Ensemble, 7 p.m. 
 
AFL Board meeting, 
5:30 p.m. 

19 Pickleball, 9 
a.m. 
 
Lego Club, 3-7 p.m. 

20 King Ferry 
Food Pantry, 9 a.m.-
12 p.m. 
 
Lions Club BBQ, 10 
a.m. 
 
Farmers’ Market, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. 
 
Harvest Festival, 12-8 
p.m. 
 
Raedwald Howland-
Bolton, 5-8 p.m. 
 
The Destination 30th 
Anniversary, 5:30-
8:30 p.m. 

21 Grillin’ and 
Chillin’ Bingo, 12-6 
p.m. 
 
JP Payton and Nick 
Dittmeier, 3-5 p.m. 
 
“Steamboats on the 
Finger Lakes,” 4 p.m. 
 
“The Quest for God,” 
4 p.m. 
 
Pickleball, 5 p.m. 

22 Fiber Friends, 4 
p.m. 
 
Teen D&D, 5:30 p.m. 
 
The Hub submissions 
due 

23 Pickleball, 9 
a.m. 
 
Chair Yoga, 9:30 
a.m. 
 
Patrick Tavern 
Market, 4:30-6 p.m. 
 

24 Storytime, 9:30 a.m. 
 
UMA Reading Group, 
12:30 p.m. 
 
Pickleball, 5 p.m. 
 
Trivia League, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. 

25 Music 
Ensemble, 7 p.m. 
 
 

26 Pickleball, 9 
a.m. 
 
Jim Scala, 5-8 p.m. 
 
Zac Brown Tribute 
Band, 6-9 p.m. 
 
 

27 Trail Clean-Up, 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
Farmers’ Market, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. 
 
High Tea, 2-4 p.m. 
 
 

28 Grillin’ and 
Chillin’ Bingo, 12-6 
p.m. 
 
“Our World 
Underwater,” 4 p.m. 
 
Pickleball, 5 p.m. 

29 Fiber Friends, 4 
p.m. 
 
Teen D&D, 5:30 p.m. 
 
“Fall Planting,” 7 p.m. 

30 Pickleball, 9  
a.m. 
 
Chair Yoga, 9:30 
a.m. 
 
Patrick Tavern 
Market, 4:30-6 p.m. 

    

 


