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Aurora Free Library News  
 

Happy ‘almost’ spring! There are lots of activities coming up at the library and in the community! 
 

• This week we have a Kids’ Cooking Class on Tuesday, March 3 at 6 p.m. where kids will taste five foods 
and see how to cook them and also receive a free international cookbook. 
 

• The Southern Cayuga Book Club will meet and discuss Homegoing on Wednesday, March 4 at 7 p.m. The 
Tween Graphic Novel Book Club and Dragon Explorers Club will meet this month and there will be 
added activities during the Spring Break at the end of the month. See details within The Hub. 

 

• There are two movie nights coming up this month. The classic Singin’ in the Rain will be shown on 
Saturday, March 7 and Zootopia 2 will be shown on March 14 at 7 p.m.! Grab some friends and enjoy the 
showings on the big screen in the Morgan Opera House above the library! March 14 is also Pi Day so look 
for some special treats! 
 

• Liz Snyder is back with her monthly Leaflet article and will be speaking at the library on Rain Gardens and 
Making the Most of Drainage on Wednesday, March 11 at 7 p.m. 

 

• At our February Annual Meeting President Dave Eckhardt thanked Robin Driskel and Marie Dentes for 
chairing our Book Lovers’ Ball over the years. Robin is stepping down and board member Jo Gunderson 
May will be chairing the Ball Committee this year. Mark your calendars now for Sunday, October 11 for this 
year’s Book Lovers’ Ball at the Aurora Inn. The Board thanked Sue Dean for serving on the Board for the 
past six years and all Association members voted in new board member Michele Belot and past members Jo 
May and Lars Peterson. 

 

• Our Fiber Friends group meets at 4 p.m. on Mondays. It is always fun to see what everyone is knitting, 
crocheting, or creating each week and is a nice opportunity to meet new friends. 
 

• Preschool Storytime continues on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. when school is in session. Children and their 
caregivers are welcome. 

The Hub 
 

Your Source for what’s going on around southern cayuga 

PRESENTed by the Aurora Free Library 
 

Please submit content for the next issue to 
greaterauroracommunity@gmail.com by March 22.  

 
Subscribe to our monthly email newsletter and like us on Facebook for more local 

information between issues. 
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• Remember we have downloadable books and magazines on Libby and all you need is your library card! We 

also have passes to the NY State Parks, Sciencenter, and Rosamond Gifford Zoo to take out for a week 
with your card. 
 

• If you are cleaning out your books, don’t forget that we collect books year round during library hours for 
our July Book Sale. 

 
Check www.aurorafreelibrary.org and Facebook for up-to-date information. If you are interested in 

volunteering at the library, please email Director Sandy Groth at aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com or ask 
next time you visit. We have a variety of opportunities based on your interest and skill set. Library hours are 

Monday and Friday 3-7 p.m., Wednesday 10 a.m.–6 p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
 

We have new books coming in weekly and welcome your suggestions. Stop by soon! 
 

 

 

http://www.aurorafreelibrary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/aurorafreelibrary
mailto:aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com
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Community Notes 
 

VILLAGE OF AURORA ELECTION 
 

WHEN: WEDNESDAY, March 18, 2026, from 12:00pm-9:00pm EST 
WHERE: Village/Firehouse meeting room, 456 Main Street Aurora, NY 13026 

 
CANDIDATES 

MAYOR - 4-YEAR TERM: 
Janet Murphy 

 
TRUSTEES - 4-YEAR TERM: 

PICK TWO (2) 
Matt Bianconi 
Tim Dugan 

L. John Miller 
 

Absentee/Early Mail ballot applications are available on the “Voting” page of the 
village website www.auroranewyork.us or the village office, 456 Main Street. 

Please return all completed applications to the village office. Applications sent 
electronically are not valid. 

 
 

http://www.auroranewyork.us/
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Cayuga County is inviting residents, business owners, and visitors to weigh in on the future of our natural 
environment through the final Community Assessment Survey for the Countywide Strategic Plan. 

 
This survey focuses on the natural resources that make Cayuga County unique – our farmland, lakes and waterways, 

open spaces, wildlife habitats, and outdoor recreation opportunities. It also explores how we can balance 
environmental protection with thoughtful growth, economic opportunity, and long-term community sustainability. 

 
Your input will help shape decisions about conservation priorities, land use goals, recreation access, environmental 

stewardship, and overall quality of life in the county. 
 

Whether you live here year-round, work here, or simply enjoy spending time in the region, your perspective is 
important. 

 
The survey is brief and should only take a few minutes to complete. It can be accessed using this link: 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/g/UvVSHWLUE1. Please consider taking the survey and sharing it with others who 
care about Cayuga County’s natural resources and future! 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/g/UvVSHWLUE1
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In a community known for its excellence, generosity, and charm, our local food pantry 
stands as a quiet but powerful reminder of what truly defines us: care for one another. 

 
We serve neighbors from all walks of life - working parents navigating a sudden job 

loss, seniors balancing fixed incomes against rising costs, individuals recovering from 
illness, and families adjusting to new circumstances. Hunger does not always look the 

way people expect. Often, it is quiet. Often, it is temporary. Always, it deserves a 
thoughtful response. 

 
Thanks to the generosity and involvement of this community, our pantry provides more 
than food. Guests select from fresh produce, high-quality proteins, dairy, grains, and 
essential items. We focus on nutrition, respect, and choice - because how support is 

offered matters just as much as what is offered. 
 

Volunteers bring warmth and discretion. Community partners help us source fresh and 
healthy options. Supporters ensure that when shelves need restocking or demand 

rises, we are ready. 
 

We are continually inspired by the commitment of neighbors who understand that 
strong communities do not ignore need - they respond to it. Your support affirms a 
simple but powerful belief: everyone deserves reliable access to nourishing food, 
regardless of circumstance. For that shared commitment, we are deeply grateful. 

 
In caring for one another, we strengthen the place we all call home. 

 
King Ferry Food Pantry, PO Box 242, King Ferry, NY 13081 ⬥ (315) 497-2049 

Email: kingferryfoodpantry1@gmail.com ⬥ https://Kingferryfoodpantry.org 
https://www.facebook.com/KingFerryFoodPantrry/ 

 

mailto:kingferryfoodpantry1@gmail.com
https://kingferryfoodpantry.org/


The Hub 8 
 

 



The Hub 9 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The Hub 10 
 

 



The Hub 11 
 

SEE THIS LOT BEHIND THE AURORA FIREHOUSE 
IMAGINE IT THREE MONTHS FROM NOW! 

WHAT COLOR TENT WILL YOU HAVE AT

 
 

 
 

BECOME A VENDOR! SELL WHAT YOU LOVE TO GROW OR MAKE!! 
LET’S CREATE THE AURORA FARMERS MARKET TOGETHER FOR 2026! 

BEGINS May 30, 2026!!! 
 

For details and information TEXT or E-MAIL 
Ellen Hall, 315-515-8354 or vewh2014@gmail.com 

mailto:vewh2014@gmail.com
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Howland Stone Store Museum News 
 

The 2026 calendar at the HSSM is beginning to take shape. 
 

• Our READING AND DISCUSSION project 
continues with meetings on March 1, March 22, April 
12, and May 3 at 4 p.m. People are still encouraged to 
sit in on a session to see if it is something you might 
want to participate in. The 20+ people involved now 
are welcoming and conversations are lively and 
insightful. 
 

• On April 11, from 9-10 a.m., we will have our annual 
docent training session, with a newly updated manual. 
Please consider joining us as a docent. Our open 
hours on Saturday and Sunday from 1-4 p.m. depend 
on the wonderful volunteers to keep our museum 
accessible to visitors. 
 

• On April 19, Marty Schlabach will present on Scipio Woven Coverlets at 4 p.m., at Opendore. 
 

• On May 2, we will open for the 2026 season. 
 

• On May 17, following our annual meeting at 7 p.m., Tom Guller (Oneida Community Mansion House) will 
speak on Three Harriets. 
 

• On June 14 at 4 p.m., Jane Oakes will present on Clara Barton. 
 

• In late August or September, we will have a joint yard sale fundraising event for the Hazard Library building 
project. The date will be confirmed at a later time. 
 

• On October 25, the HSSM will conclude for the 2026 season. 
 
These activities are just the start! Volunteers keep activities at the HSSM going and help the Museum thrive. There 
are many opportunities one can consider.  
 

• Indoor and outdoor maintenance 
• Collections care and archival assistance 
• Board members and committee service 
• Video, photography, and digital story telling 
• Docents 

 
Volunteering is one of the most powerful ways to create change and growth, within yourself and your community. 
Your own daily routine expands and you inspire others to step forward also. You build lasting connections and you 
make a difference. Join the HSSM family. Your unique skills can make such a difference. Go to our website for 
board member contact information or email Lorrie Butcher at lorrieb7@gmail.com.  

 
 
 
 

mailto:lorrieb7@gmail.com
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March Happenings at the United Ministry of Aurora 
337 Main Street, Aurora 

 
Our Sunday morning services are at 10:30 a.m. Communion is on the first Sunday of the month. In the winter, we 
meet in the Social Room. Pastor Barb is available to all for spiritual or pastoral counseling, or just to chat. If you 

would like to be added to Barb’s email list, please email her at revbarbe@gmail.com or by text/call (text is best) at   
607-342-6281. 

 
We have a variety of guest preachers on Sunday mornings who bring different perspectives and depth to our 

traditional worship services—with a little fun added. 
 

March 1 – Rev. Dr. Barb E. Blom   March 15 – Rev. Dr. Barb E. Blom 
March 8 – Rev. Larry Bell    March 22 – Rev. Wendy Fambro 
March 29 – Rev. Betty Hurley 
 

We are taking orders for bricks in honor or memory of someone, a favorite professor, pet, beloved family member 
or friend. They will line the south end of the walkway. Contact umaofc@gmail.com for more information. 

 
Weekly Events 

 
Everyone is always welcome to join us at any and all events! 

 
Coffee, Tea, and Treats – Saturday mornings, 9-11 a.m. 

Stop in for a cup of coffee, tea, a treat, a chat or maybe play a board game, do a puzzle, or just sit and enjoy! 
 

Lenten Devotional Series – Mondays, 4 p.m. 
We will read through the Gospel of Matthew with accompanying reflections and prayers. We will read the readings 

for the week, take time to sit with them, and reflect. We will then join together for a discussion of what we read, 
what thoughts it invoked, anything new we may have gleaned, and insights we may have had. Please join us. Email 

Barb for the readings. 
 

Chair Yoga with Kathleen Ganley – Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. 
Kathleen owns Healing Grounds in Union Springs and has over 20 years of experience as a physical therapist, yoga 

teacher, and more. All abilities and experience welcome! 
 

Music Ensemble with Laura Cambell (Wells College and Colgate University) – Every Thursday, 7 p.m. 
Musicians of all instruments, ages, and abilities are welcome! 

 
Monthly Events 

 
Meditation with Betty – Friday, March 6, 9 a.m. 
ZOOM: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85965553314 

 
Movie Night! Soul on Fire – Wednesday, March 18, 4 p.m. 

Soul on Fire (2025) is a deeply emotional and thought-provoking Christian drama that captures the pain, 
perseverance, and faith of a young boy whose life changes forever after a tragic fire that leaves him with severe 

burns over his entire body. Based on a true story, the film explores themes of redemption, faith, and self-acceptance 
through a lens that feels raw, honest, and deeply human. 

 
 
 

mailto:revbarbe@gmail.com
mailto:umaofc@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85965553314


The Hub 15 
 

“Ramadan and Lent” – Saturday, March 21, 4 p.m. 
This year, the beginning of our Lenten journey and the first day of the Holy time of Ramadan fell on the same day. 

Both traditions involve fasting and reflecting about the darkness. In both traditions these holy days are ones of 
significance and prayer. Vice President of the Al Huda Islamic Center Mahmoud Burton will share with us thoughts 

and information about Ramadan and how the two holy months are similar in many ways. 
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Upcoming Events at Local Wineries and Breweries 
 

Aurora Brewing Co. 
 

Jessie Collins Band 
Saturday, March 7, 5-8 p.m. 

 
Traonoch 

Friday, March 13, 5-8 p.m. 
 

Le Beaver Bleux 
Saturday, March 21, 5-8 p.m. 

 
Raedwald Howland Bolton 
Saturday, March 28, 5-8 p.m.

Bright Leaf Vineyard 
 

March Music at Bright Leaf Vineyard, Fridays 5-8 p.m. 
 

March 6 – Levi Gangi solo 
March 13 – Tru Bleu 

March 20 – Cooper Scotti 
March 27 – Nick Stark 

 
DeForest Quilt Show, Friday, March 20 – Sunday, March 22 

Quilt gallery on display, with options to purchase 
 

Quarry Ridge Winery 
 

Winemaker’s Dinner 
Monday, March 16, 6:30 p.m. 

 
Join us for our first winemaker’s dinner! Details and ticket information on the website. 

 
Treleaven Wines 

Bingo, Bubbles & Brunch 
Sundays, 12-6 p.m. 

 
Winter Trivia League 

Fridays through March 13, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 

Acoustic Saturdays, 1-4 p.m. 
March 7 – Rob Ervin 

March 21 – Jasper Flowers 
March 28 – Tom Chick 

 
St. Paddy’s Day Party 

Saturday, March 14, 6-9 p.m. 
 

https://www.brewaurora.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawGQtilleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHVGFWkXvcPS664DXKc-b-0Qf5OSoLfLv-o1XjpdNRzf8uUjOTzGr5LcEyA_aem_95Y2tZmEwzRQwxQ7SSBrog
https://www.brightleafvineyard.com/
https://quarryridgewinery.com/
https://treleavenwines.com/
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Sights of Southern Cayuga 
 

Submitted by Linda Dugan  
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Calendar of Events  
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Southern Cayuga Book Club 
 
Wednesday, March 4 
7:00 p.m. 
Aurora Free Library 
 
The Southern Cayuga Book Club will meet to discuss Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi. 
 
New members are always welcome! Call either Aurora (315-364-8074 or 
aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com) or Hazard Library (315-364-7975 or 
librarian@hazardlibrary.org) for more information or to be added to our e-mail list. Books 
can be interlibrary loaned for you if needed. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:aurorafreelibrarycny@gmail.com
mailto:librarian@hazardlibrary.org
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Patrick Tavern Market – BLUEBERRIES! 
 

Tuesday, March 10 
4:30-5:30 p.m. 

 
That’s right: blueberries. Organic blueberries. Fresh-frozen blueberries from the 2025 harvest at Rose Valley Farm in 
Wayne County, where farmer David Stern has grown vegetables and fruits using strict certified organic practices for 
over 45 years. It’s $15 for 1 gallon/3pounds bag, but you need to order in advance; email glenda_neff@juno.com 
with how many 3# bags you want and any questions. Bring your cash or a check payable to “Rose Valley Farm” to 
Patrick Tavern on March 10, 4:30-5:30 p.m.  
 
And that’s not all. Enjoy stocking your home with chocolates, coffee, nuts, and teas from organic farmers who were 
paid well. Fair Trade is where it’s at AND you are supporting students and women entrepreneurs in one of the 
poorest regions of Central America - San Pedro, El Salvador. If you want to check on your favorite product(s) email 
cathy.mullarney@gmail.com. Ron will be on hand with honey, honey products, and new beeswax wraps. (If you 
want to reduce plastic in your kitchen, cover what you’re saving with a beeswax wrap rather than plastic.) It’s still 
soup weather, so get a pound of Thane’s Black Turtle Beans for a hearty meal or several. And if birds and/or 
gardens are part of your life, text Linda for info on bulk whole corn (non-GMO) and barley straw. Watch for more 
news, coming soon, on the March 10 line-up, and be sure to stop by Patrick Tavern from 4:30-5:30 p.m., for your 
blueberries and more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Organic blueberries at Rose Valley Farm, 2025 

https://webmailab.juno.com/webmail/new/5?session_redirect=true&userinfo=d9786e1f703bca8ade306bc500853c32&count=1771885438&cf=sp&ad_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fmy%2Ejuno%2Ecom%2F&randid=1441058812
mailto:cathy.mullarney@gmail.com
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Celebrating Women’s History Month 2026 
 

Sunday, March 15 
3:00 p.m. 

Frontenac Museum 
 

Colleen Kattau, singer and song writer, will be performing at the Frontenac Museum in Union Springs. Kattau’s 
performance will feature her playing guitar and ukelele as well as singing songs about the suffrage movement and 

women’s rights. Kattau earned a doctorate in American language and culture from SU and now is a Spanish 
language professor at SUNY Cortland. She is a long-time musical activist believing in the transformative power of 

song and all the arts to create a better world. She will be encouraging the audience to sing along with her so be 
prepared with your best vocalization. 

 
This event is free and it is supported in part by Commemorate 250 funding provided by the City of Auburn’s 

Historic and Cultural Sites Commission and the NYS Equal Rights Heritage Center. We hope to see you there! 
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March 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 Bingo, Bubbles & 
Brunch, 12-6 p.m. 
 
HSSM Reading and 
Discussion series, 4 
p.m. 
 
“Spirituality through 
Music,” 4 p.m. 

2 Fiber Friends, 4 
p.m. 
 
Lenten Devotional 
Series, 4 p.m. 
 
Teen D&D, 5 p.m. 

3 Chair Yoga, 9:30 
a.m. 
 
ABC Trivia, 6 p.m. 
 
Kids’ Cooking Class, 
6 p.m. 

4 Storytime, 9:30 a.m. 
 
Southern Cayuga Book 
Club, 7 p.m. 

5 Music Ensemble, 
7 p.m. 

6 Meditation, 9 
a.m. 
 
Levi Gangi, 5-8 p.m. 
 
Winter Trivia 
League, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. 
 

7 King Ferry Food 
Pantry, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
Rob Ervin, 1-4 p.m. 
 
Jessie Collins Band, 
5-8 p.m. 
 
Film screening, Singin’ 
in the Rain, 7 p.m. 

8 Bingo, Bubbles & 
Brunch, 12-6 p.m. 

9 Fiber Friends, 4 p.m. 
 
Lenten Devotional 
Series, 4 p.m. 
 
Teen D&D, 5 p.m. 

10 Chair Yoga, 
9:30 a.m. 
 
Patrick Tavern 
Market, 4:30-5:30 
p.m. 
 
ABC Trivia, 6 p.m. 

11 Storytime, 9:30 a.m. 
 
Blood drive, 1:30-6:30 
p.m. 
 
Graphic Novel Book 
Club, 6 p.m. 
 
Rain Gardens, 7 p.m. 

12 Music 
Ensemble, 7 p.m. 

13 Traonoch, 5-8 
p.m. 
 
Tru Bleu, 5-8 p.m. 
 
Winter Trivia 
League, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. 

14 St. Paddy’s 
Party, 6-9 p.m. 
 
Film screening, 
Zootopia 2, 7 p.m. 

15 Bingo, Bubbles 
& Brunch, 12-6 p.m. 
 
Colleen Kattau, 3 p.m. 
 
“Spiritual Icons,” 4 
p.m. 

16 Fiber Friends, 4 
p.m. 
 
Lenten Devotional 
Series, 4 p.m. 
 
Teen D&D, 5 p.m. 
 
Winemaker’s Dinner, 
6:30 p.m. 
 

17 Chair Yoga, 
9:30 a.m. 
 
ABC Trivia, 6 p.m. 

18 Storytime, 9:30 a.m. 
 
Film screening, Soul on 
Fire, 4 p.m. 
 

19 AFL Board 
Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
 
Music Ensemble, 7 
p.m. 

20 Dragon 
Explorers’ Book 
Club, 4:30 p.m. 
 
Cooper Scotti, 5-8 
p.m. 
 
Nate Marshall, 6-9 
p.m. 
 
Fargo Benefit for 
Camp Gregory, all 
day 
 
DeForest Quilt 
Show → 

21 King Ferry Food 
Pantry, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
Amy Bellamy, 12-2 
p.m. 
 
Jasper Flowers, 1-4 
p.m. 
 
“Ramadan and Lent,” 
4 p.m. 
 
Le Beaver Bleux, 5-8 
p.m. 
 
DeForest Quilt Show 
→ 

22 Bingo, Bubbles 
& Brunch, 12-6 p.m. 
 
HSSM Reading and 
Discussion series, 4 
p.m. 
 
“Spirituality of 
Indigenous People,” 4 
p.m. 
 
DeForest Quilt Show 
 
The Hub submissions 
due 

23 Fiber Friends, 4 
p.m. 
 
Lenten Devotional 
Series, 4 p.m. 
 
Teen D&D, 5 p.m. 
 
 

24 Chair Yoga, 
9:30 a.m. 
 
ABC Trivia, 6 p.m. 

25 Storytime, 9:30 a.m. 
 
Graphic Novel Book 
Club, 6 p.m. 

26 Music 
Ensemble, 7 p.m. 
 
 

27 Nick Stark, 5-8 
p.m. 

28 Tom Chick, 1-4 
p.m. 
 
Raedwald Howland 
Bolton, 5-8 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

29 Bingo, Bubbles 
& Brunch, 12-6 p.m. 

30 Fiber Friends, 4 
p.m. 
 
Lenten Devotional 
Series, 4 p.m. 
 
Teen D&D, 5 p.m. 

31 Chair Yoga, 
9:30 a.m. 
 
ABC Trivia, 6 p.m. 

    

 


